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Proface. 


This liule hook contains a senes of brief 
sketches of some disiinguishcd jamas and jama 
families. 

The lirst edition was publisliod in 1914 under 
the title of jama Histoiuai Studies In preparing 
the second edition, tlieold m.itterlias been rc\ised 
and parllv rewritten \ anous errors ha\e been 
checked and corrected Four more sketches 
namely, those of Kumarapala Chauliik\a, V.istu* 
pa!a,the IVIohanots and Ratan Smgh Bhandan have 
been added In deference to the opinion of a 
critic, the old title has been discarded in favour of 
the piesent one. It is hoped tliat the present 
edition will reccue as fa\ourablL a reception as 
has already been accordcd^lo the previous one 

} UflIRAO SINGH TANK. 




Delhi 

August igfS- 




List of Abln'eviatioiis. 


B R. Bliandarkar’s Report* 

P R Peterson's Report. 

j. S. C. H. The Jama ( S\etambara ) Confe- 
rence Herald. 



Contents 


Pape 

I Kuraarapala ChaulukM ^ i 

II The nse and fall of the Bachchha\ats 14 

III The Mohanots. 33 

IV The Bhandans of Manvar 35 

V nhama Sah the baxiour of Mcuar 45 

VI Vastupah tht Great 47 

Vll K urn Sin^h Blniulan Co 

. Ill Dhanrt) the Go\triu»r of Ajmer 69 

IX Amarehand Surana 71 



KTJMARAPALA CHAULtJKYA. 


THE JAIN A EMPEROR OF WESTERN 

INDIA. 

The foundation of the Chaulukyan empire was laid 
by MularAja HaMng conquered Gujarat in A. D. 941, 
he settled there and made Annahilavada his capital. 
Under the aggressive policj' of his successors, the king- 
dom of .Annahilavada rose to the position of an empire. 
It was the nchest if not the most warlike empire of 
India. At one time, it comprised eighteen principalities 
extending from the hill)’ regions of the Hindukush to 
the plains of Maharashtra The chiefs of Kalyana, 
the princes of Saurashtra, the Ravals of Chittore, the 
Raos of Sapadhlaksha, the kings of Malwa the Chaha- 
mans of Marwar all owed allegiance to the Emperor of 
Anahilavada and did him homage. Dunng the reign 
of Bhima I, m A D 1024 Mahmud of Ghazni invaded 
Gujarat, captured Somnath and sacked Anahilavada. 
‘ ^The wealth abstracted as reported in the history of 
the conquerors by this scourge of India though deemed 
incredible would obtain belief if the commercial nches 
of Anhilvad could be appreciated. It was to India 
what Venice was to Europe, the entre pot of the 
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pTodncts of both the Eutem and Western hemis 
pheres The empire, however recovered the shock 
given b> Mahmud and we find Kumaiapala, the eighth 
from the founder at the head of the richest monarchy 
m India. Tnbhuvtnapala the last ruler of the Chanlo- 
kya dynest) was driven a wa> from power m A D 1*43 
by Visaladeva, the ^ aghela chief of Dholka whose 
descendents continued to mle Gujarat until A D 1298 
when Ulugh Khan and Nosrat Khan the generals of 
Alau ud-din the Emperor of Delhi invaded the country 
and graduall> established Mohamedan suprcmac> there. 
The defeat of Kama the last of the Vaghela line and 
the capture of his beautiful daughter Devnladcn by 
the Delhi arm\ are facts well known to cverj reader 
of Indian Histor> 

On the of jajtsimha ^iddharaja which 

occured in A Q 1 143 Kumarapala sal on the throne of 
Annahilavada Under him, the Chauluk\‘an empire 
reached its tvidest limits and enjojed umnterruptctl 
peace and IranqufUt) Tlic Kumarapalaprahandha 
gi\ts the following limits of hh svra\ The lurmhVas 
or Turks on thenorth, tbcheavenU Ganges on the cast 
the ^indh5■a mountains on the south the ‘^indliu nver 
on the West Considering his greatness as a king and 
conqueror observes a great scholar ‘ the hlrtorical 
record of Kumarapala is meagre and incomplete 
Materials nia> sUlI come to light which will show hf< 
power to ha\e been surpruingl} wrdespread 
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Kumarapala was born m A. D. 1093 at Dadhisthali 
(Dethab) in the appanage of his father. According to 
Merutunga who wrote m A. D. 1304, Kumaiapala's 
grandfather Haripal was the natural son of Bhima I 
by his concubine Chaula devi His father, Tnbbuvana- 
pala, married Kashmiridevi who bore him three sons 
Kumarapala being the eldest and two daughters 
Pramaladevi and Devaladevi. Pramala was given in 
marnage to Kanhadadeva, the military commander of 
Jayasimha Siddharaja, and Devala to Arnoraja, the 
King of Sapadalaksha who held his court at Sakami^han 
Sambhar 

Jayasimha Siddharaja, the immediate predecessor 
of Kumarapala had no male issue Naturally, Tnbhu- 
vanapala and his sons, as next reversioners of the 
emperor claimed the crown after him But Jayasimha 
Siddharaja hated them for their low ongin and in order 
to defeat their claim adopted Chahada son of Udayan 
as his son and successors. With the object of elimina- 
ting the possiblity of any quarrel as to succession after 
his death, he procured the assassination of Tnbhuvana- 
pala Kumarapala had been marked out as the next 
victim of his hatred. Kumarapala, however, reahsed 
the danger which threatened h^m. In his distress, 


1 The territory of Sapadalskeba included Hansi in the Punjab, Ajmer, 
Mandore thei old Cajntal of Marwar aix miles north of Jodhpur and 
Mandalgarh m Mewar- * 
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ho conttilted his brothoHn law Kanhadadeva who 
advised him to quit Annahilrad Accordingly, he 
committed his wife to the care of his sister Pramalt 
and hhnself went into exile. He roamed about incog 
mio visiting various places. On one occasion, he 
clandestinely came back to AnnahHvada with the 
object of knowing how the matter stood m the court. 
His presence was however discovered JajTisimha 
Siddbaraja at once sent his men in search of him But 
with the aid of a friendly potter named Alinga ho 
evaded his pursuers and made good bis eicape. Thence 
he betook himself to Cambay where he was introduced 
to Hemachaudra ‘ the well-known encyclopaedist of 
the Jamas 

The ho]> man ts soid to have foretold bis future 
greatness but he went away disbelieving While stay 
ing at Ujjain Kumarapala received intelligence of the 
death of Jaj^mha Siddbaraja. He forthwith made for 
Annabilvida and got there at night He saw Kanbsda 
deva who received him with great cordiality and 
promised him his support Early next morning 
Kanhadadeva with the aid of his troops placed him 
on the throne and proclaimed him emperor of the 
Chauluk>*an empire De\i Sri, the fiunfly chaplain 


I n ana of Ctt*- Ur« » VaaI* Ij Ua wUf 

l*»hltiL Dh»nd«k» la a. n ICW Wm U Ju D lOTT 

IW <ln aii|4<l&m A. 0 Ilia 4 D llT^ 
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bestowed his blessings on the new emperor while 
Kanhadadeva prostrated himself in submission before 
him. 

The first act of Kumarapala after his having secured 
the crown was to gratefully recognise in a befitting 
manner the services of those who had befriended him m 
his days of adversity Vaghabhatta was appointed as 
mmister Alinga was made the chief member of the 
Council Devasri and others were given handsome 
rewards 

At the time when Kumarapala came to throne, he 
had passed his fiftieth winter He had seen much of 
the world and had laid up a vast store of experience in 
course of his wandenngs No wonder that a man of 
his experience, should insist upon looking himself into 
the affairs of realm and allow no one to arrogate his 
authonty This attitude of the emperor of course did 
not find favour with the old courtiers who saw their 
power gone and prestige damaged They all became 
his enemies and entered into a conspirac}’’ with the 
object of killing him and placing their o\vn nominee 
on the throne They posted secret agents with instruc- 
tions to watch and follow and assassinate the emperor. 
But before they could achieve their object, the con- 
spiracy was discovered and all the conspirators were 
executed. , 

Kumarapala owed his elevation to the throne to 
Kanhadadeva just as Akbar owed his crown to Bairam- 
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khan It appears that soon after hfs installation as 
emperor, Knmarapala got tired of his brother in law 
on account of his arrogant and rude behaviour Proba 
bly Kanhada wanted to keep the emperor under his 
thumb and nndoubtedl) It was too much to tolerate 
for a man of Knmarapala t temprament, Kanhadadera 
defied his authority, published his low origin and 
questioned his nghL. Kumarapola ga\e him a friendly 
warning but he took no notice of IL. At last by the 
order of the emperor, he iras arrested and his eyes ^^ere 
put out. 

When Knmarapala had succeeded In securing the 
crown for himself, Cbahada the disappointed claimant 
departed from Annabnarada and invoked the assistance 
of Amoraja the king of Sapadlaksha Arnoraja gave 
him a rank in his arm> and took upi his cause. He 
began fomenting disaffection in Kumaiapabs arm) 
and with purse and promise non over some of Ills 
generals to his side Haring thus made himscK sure 
of his success, he set out at the head of n large force 
and came on the borders of Gujarat Tliough treason 
and corruption were rampant in Kumarapali s camp j ct 
Kumarapala with his superior gcncralsbip and heroic 
boldness managed to defeat the cnem} and Inflict a 
heavy loss cn him Both Amoraja and Chahada n ere 
taken prisoners, Amoraja was allowed to go back to 
his kingdom while Chahada was pardcme<l and given 
a position in the Imperial Court 
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While Kumarapala was engaged in repelling the 
attack of Arnoraja, Vikram Simha,'the chief of Chandra- 
vati contrived a plot to kill him Fortunately Kiimara- 
pala had timely warning of the danger and thus what 
would have proved a grievous disaster was averted. 
The emperor afterwards deprived the delinquent of his 
Jagir and conferred it instead on his nephew Yasodhaval. 

Later on, Kumarapala subdued Malva killing 
according to one account its ruler Balal, conquered 
Cnittore and oven an the Punjab The territory of 
Chittore with its seven hundred villages was conferred 
in Jagir on Alinga These conquests are alluded to 
in the Chittorgad mscnption dated Vik Sam i2o7 
(A. D. 1 1 50) One of the titles assumed by Kumarapala 
was Avantmatha or the Lord of the Malva 

Soon after, Kumarapala turned his attention to the 
reduction of Sapadlaksa He prepared a large army 
consisting of fourteen hundred camels and twice as 
much foot and marched it against the ill-fated state. 
Chahada was put in command of it. He attacked and 
captured Bambhera, a town m Sapadalaksha and 
established Chaulukyan supremacy m the country. 
Seven crores of rupees worth gold and seven hundred 
mares fell into the hands of the victors An interesting 
story is told by Merutunga which shows the thrift if not 
the niggardliness of Kumarapala. When war accounts 
were submitted to the emperor, he was very angry 
with Chahada for his having incurred an uhauthonsed 
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expenditure of ono lac of rupees in chanty out of the 
war purse The eipcnces fn which you indolgc ' 
said the emperor "even I am not able to compass 
“ Became your Majesty is not n king s son while lam'' 
was the ready retort of Chahada. 

In or about A D 1150 Kuraarapala was con 
fronted with a domestic trouble which led him to 
declare war against Amoraja It has alrcadv been 
mentioned that one of the sisters of Kumarapala \ras 
mamed to Anioraja According to Jinamandana-gani, 
DcvaladevI having been insulted b> her husb-ind left 
him and reported the matter to her brother Kumam 
pala to avenge the affront offered to her sister invaded 
the temton. of this brother in law and occupied it 
The result of the expedition vvas that Amoraji ncknow 
ledged the supromaev of Kuniarapala and Inrcamc a 
feudaton of the Chaulukvan empire 

In or about A D 1 156 Kumirpah set his heart on 
the conquest of the iSorlhcm Konkan He sent Am 
bada there vnth a large forix While the Chaulukyan 
army was crossing the Kalarini Mallih Arjuna ‘^ilhara 
the king of northern Konknn orertook it bj surprise 
and threw it into confusion This roverse, however 
did not disconsolate the emperor who at once set liimsclf 
to make jircparation on a larger scale for another ex 
pcdition He again sent an arm> under the general 
ahipofthe same commander agiinst Mallick Arjnn 
According to the Pnthnraja vijaja, ‘^omeslivara loo 
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was present m the campaign. This time victory greeted 
Chaulukyan .arms. • After a hand to hand fight the 
Silhara pnnce was made captive He was slam by 
Ambada’s own hand and his head was brought to 
Annahilavad The emperor recognised the services 
of Ambada b}' confernng on him the title of Rajapita- 
maha The northern Konkan was reduced to, the 
position of a fief of the Chauluk3'an empire. 

In his early life, Kumarapala w'as a votary of Shiva. 
He ate meat, drank wine, offered sacrifices and had no 
scruples m shedding blood and making aggressive w’ars. 
But afterwards he came m contact with Hcmachandra- 
the celebrated Jama scholar Under his guidance he 
gradually became imbued with the spint of Jainism 
and ultimatel}'^ in A. D 1159 formally embraced it. 
He adopted the twelve vows of a Sharavaka and did his 
best to disseminate the pnnciples of the Jama religion 
among the masses Jmamandanagam m his Kuraara- 
palapiabandha refers to a mission sent by Kumarapala 
to Jayachandra of Beneres with the object of pursuad- 
ing him to put a stop to hinsic practices prevailing in 
his territory Jainism wrought a great change m the 
character of the emperor He gave up flesh food, 
abstained from spintuous dnnks, refused to make 
aggressive wars and showed a great respect to the nghts 
of his weaker neighbours. He abolished capital punish- 
ment, reiflitted taxes on fuel coal and carts and abstained 
from confiscating the property of those of his subjects 
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who died leaving widows but no sons He stopped 
tho sale of spintuoua liquors and passed bws against 
gambling and betting 

After his conversion to Jainism Knmarapala was 
filled with a desire to become tho ‘ Master of the Order 
In consultation with Hemschandra, ho organised a 
party of pilgrims and at his own oxpence led it to the 
holy mount Shatranja>*a Accompanied by his friends 
and relatives, ministers and merchant^ monks and nuns 
he advanced irom his capital and tra\'elling b> easy 
stages reached Dhandhuka the birth place of Heraa 
Chandra- Thence he proceeded to ^hatrunjaya From 
there he went to Gimar and other holy places of tho 
I Jamas in Rathianad 

Kumarapala was a great builder Almost all the 
b\etambani temples and monuments of unknown 
ongjD are ascribed cither to him or lo Saroprali, the 
grandson and succewor ofA>ok 3 great an impr 
cssion did the extent and magnificence of his architectural 
activitx make on the popnbr imagination that tradition 
credits him with erection of 1440 new temples and the 
restoration of 16000 decayed ones At AnnahiUxid ho 
built a temple dedicated to ikcminatha which he m the 
memory of his father, called Tribhu\'ana\ihara In Ids 
days ofcxale he had once been without food for three 
days A certain lady took pity on him and refreshed 
him with some eatables When he became cffiperor be 
did not forget the graceful act of his benefactress He 



crcc’al . Vtf.iU ^ m iinnosw of her vUitl n’isned it 
K ir.i<5ihh 1 \ jfn, t. .\i i‘.k;nh^*» b lestoi- .1 the temple 
3U v*\ Mi Ih n'^en m4r» b,’<l heen ;md which 
hnd <,110 tdh .1 mto ;iim% ,iud t,i hiau'd lUve .\n im\j;e 
cut out v»f n ;>ti e cst- tictu , \i tU’ ‘'V!'pp,‘-vtnn of G t- 
Hn'i which pr^ilnhlN only Mippnrttd h\ 
Htm.'ch »mh I h rihmltih* dcc.iy(!l temp*'* of ^:imn■ 
n.itlu’ 1 iicrcs^ cp.pr.iphic c\ ultii'^c to show tint m ViK 
Sn.tt. i^2t, ICtmnr’pTM hmli i ti mplc known ns K\iv- 
nm \ih.iri nt jnlo fMirwnrjnntl cnnsupitd it to the 
enre of Ui,vtch'’mlr.ichar\.i of the N nhnd jprhchh.i. 
He ert^ved luwjiUr'Is wlmr^ food and lUetlicuK wtre 
frech '•ijpphcci to the poor and .ilso cnnsinu led 
Posidh.t-saht'- and upas tra-^. 

Wiieii Kumarapnl • ciinc to throne, In. wnbqtulc 
an dhlratL man \i ihc sum'csiion of Knpardui, 
his m, Ulster, lie knint reading and writing and in 
one )ear read three poems with their comme- 
ntaries Like Akbar, he v'as fond of the socieU of 
learned men nd used to In ar their discourses. 1 he poet 
the pandit, and the puest all frequented his court and 
were freely and liberally patronised h} him Under 
him, Hemachandra wrote some of his best works on 
religion, history and literature — Vogashaslra Tnsasthi- 
salakapurushachantra, D\a}asra}a, Sabdanusasana etc. 
and Ramchandra composed sum of his famous dramas. 
Sripal was the poet-laureate to the emperor and Solaka 
the court musician. Kumarapala founded twenty-one 
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libraries and opened a copjnng department whose bnsi 
ness was to copy ont old manuscripts and scrolls 

Kumar&pala had no male issue He had only a ^ 
daughter by his queen Bhopaldevi, named Lilu whose 
son was Pratapamalla There were two claimants to 
choose between, for the future succession Pratapamalla 
and Ajaj’apala, Ktrmarapala s nephew The emperor 
prefered the former to the latter and was supported in 
his choice b) Hcmachandra and hi party W^ilc the 
question of succession was agitating the mind of the 
court Hcmachandra fell senousU ill All that raedi 
cal skill c» uld do was attempted in rain In the year 
t2 9 of the \ ilcrama era the great sage passed awn> 
Kumarapaias gnef for his guru knew no bounds It 
gave him a temble shock and he refused to be consoled 
After some six months he wai confined to Ixrd nnd 
fol’owed his guru to t)ie next world The fnendsliip 
between the sage and the monarch was sincere and dl 
sinlcrcsted and it reminds Mr Tawncy that of Pronto 
and Marcus Aurelius 

Kumarapala belonged to that class of rulers who<e 
best known rcprcscnUtivcs among the Jaipas arc *^amp 
rati, Amogha\'areh and Kharvclla^ He manaced to 
combine m him the benerolcnce of a monk with the 
wisdom of a iiatesman He was just, impartial and 
laborious Pure and abo>e rcpTiach in his priralc life, 
ihnplc and frugal in his habits, regid and strict in the 
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observance of his religious vows Kumarapala was a 
perfect model of Jama punt}* and piety. 

No sooner had breath left Kuniarapala’s body than 
Ajayapala seized the throne and proclaimed himself 
Emperor of the Chauluk3Mn empire lie wreaked liis 
vengeance on all those who had supported the cause of 
^ Prataparaalla. It was a day of terrible persecution for 
the followers of the late emperor The temples built 
by him were pulled down and razed to the ground 
Kapardin was arrested and thrown into the cauldon 
Ramchandra the dramatist was seated on a heated plate 
of copper and tortured to death. Nevt came the turn 
of Ambada. He was asked either to do homage to 
Aja5''apala or to prepare himself for death. 

“ In thi^ birth” roared tbe old knight, “1 do homage 
to Arhat as my deity, to Hemchandra as my teacher and 
to Kumarapala as my master ” On this blank refusal, a 
fight ensued in whicn Ambada was overpowered and 
killed. 

Ajayapala ruled but three years. He was stabbed 
with a knife by a door-keeper and expired on the spot. 


The Else and Fall of the Bachchhavats 


While on *1 short visit to Bikaner, on the occasion 
of the Jubileu celebrated by Maharaja Ganga Sioghji, 
I was shown among other places of interest, a Jaina 
Upasara, situate m the Rangn ka*chowk It is an 
ancient looking building with a large open space in 
front of It and is said to have once formed part of the 
palatial residence of the BacUchhavat farnil) M> good 
guide related to rae a pathetic stor> of the rise and fall 
of the Bachchhavats as wo went round the place A 
feeling of awe and reverence came over me as he des 
•cnbed / the Mosing scene of the drama of the 
Bachchhavat acimt\ which was enactttl ^ome 
three centuries ago on the yen spot where we then 
found ourscUes standing It was a iragcd> pure and 
simple. The Bachchhavats hod doubtless a glorious 
nse and a still more glorious fall and cvcr> ion of the 
Jaina mother may jusU) be proud of it 

Dachchharaj, after whom the familv is called 
Bachchhavat, was the real founder of the Dachrhhavat 
greatness He sprang from the noble itock of the 
Bothras of Marwar in whoso veins flowed the heroic 
blood of the warlike Choban pnnee Samant Singh 
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the king of Jalore, He entered the service of Rao 
Ridhmal, chief of Mandore, where his tact and good 
fortune helped him to the position of “ diwan ” When 
'Ridhmal was slam by a relative of the infant 
Rana Kumbha, Rachchharaj invited his eldest son, 
Jodha to Mandore and proclaimed him king. 
Later on, Bika, son of Jodha, in his ambition to carve 
out a new kmgdom for himself set out northward from 
Mandore. Bachchhra] attached himself to the adven- 
turous- pnnce and accompanied him in his quest for a 
kingdom His step was one m the right direction. 
] t marked the beginning of a bright and prosperous era 
in the history of the Bachchhavat family. Fortiine 
' favoured Bika and crowned his elBForts with success 
Having secured possession of a tract of land belonging 
to the Sanklas of Janglu, he earned his arms westward 
ind conquered Bhagore from the Bhatties Here he 
bunded his capital, Bikaner, in A D 1488, thirty years 
ifter his departure from the parental roof at Mandore 
md settled m his new environments as an independ- 
mt monarch Bachchhraj also settled down' with his 
amily m the new city. Following the example of his 
master, he founded a village which he called, after his 
name, Bachchhasar Bachchhraj was a man of great piety 
and love, and did much to further the glory of the 
Jama religion He made pilgrimage to Mount Shatrun- 
jaya- and died full of years and honours. 

' Through the kind and generous ’oflSces of my guide 
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I have been able to give the following geneology of the 
Bachchhavat fiinily 


Karam Singh 


lingh 


Jesal jl 

I 

Bach^hraj 


Var Singh 


Nar Singli 


Meghraj Wagraj Amar Bhoj Dtingar 
Sangmin 
Karam Chand 

. I 


Dhag Chand 


Lakshmi Cband 


\s time rolled on the Bachchharatt gaine<l more 
and more in influence suibilitv and power Thej 
remained chief adviwn and fnends of all the incccsiiro 
chiefs from Bika downwards until their orerthrow 
dunng the reign ofRaiSmgh The post of the rf/n-a« 
became hereditary in the family T*hcy prodncetl men 
of great experience and wide culture who not only 
controlled the cavil afTalrf of the slate with great iVlll 
and tact but also toot part in mlllian transactions 
In fact they handled the iword as well as the pen 
^a^ Singh and Istgraj wnc their great warriors^ The 
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former lost his life m an engagement with Haji Khan 
Lodi, while the latter greatly distinguished himself in 
putting down an insurrection during the reign of Lun 
Karan. Nor did the Bachchhavats lag behind m deeds 
of public good and religious chanty. They celebrated 
the enthronements of Jama pontiffs, led parties of 
pilgnms, and built grand places of worship They 
patronised leammg encouraged art, and relieved the 
needy. In short, the existence of the Bachchhavat 
family proved a great blessing to their neighbours 

Karam Chand, the last of the great Bachchhavats, 
was the son of Sangram, the minister of Rao Kalyan 
Singh 

When Rai Singh came to gaddi in A.. D. 1573 he 
appointed Karam Chand as his diwaii Karam Chand 
was a man of great erudition and wide culture. So 
far as his personal appearance was concerned nature 
had not been very indulgent to him, but he possessed 
a strong common sense, and was a prudent statesman 
and wise administrator 

' Rai Singh had not been long on the throne, when 
Abhaya Singh, Raja of Jeypore, invaded* Bikaner The 
times were out of joint and the state was not prepared 
to run the nsk of a disastrous and dubious war In his 
perplexity, the Raja held a conference with the minister 
who, with his charactenstic qmckness of decision and. 

‘ 2 



tlcftrucVH of I>rflfn, nihlscd the princtt 
with the inN'Adcr KaI s{ng|i did m )io hnd Ik*cu ad\ Ucd 
to ilo l»> id* ndni*lcr Iho w^wioiu of Karnm (hand 
HANCtl ll»p aiHifltlonnnd l)ikiin(*rcontinnc<l OotijO) iiran? 
nnd prtMpcrilj 

Rnl ’^ingli ^^al nn lmt>oluo*, hrndinM^^nnd rrcdulou* 
man Ut* voral fnuU wn* an nttor dl^rrgnrd for roti 
ac<iuoncci llo wa* Roncrona to a faidl, to aprnk the 
Imi of him tio dliaipatcd tho foidiiio ol h(i foro 
rnthor* in n mojt reckless manner llo waited h(i 
revenue* In luilhllnR now (ort* nml iortreMc* Ilt^ 

threw awn) hi* inouov to the hhnls nnd the fhiinins 
U I* aaid thftl oneo n Mrt/ nninrtl simnkur romposnl 
•omo ifMei in h(i piaho ami recited diem lo him on 
Itip ocmilon <i( Itli return from Delhi llo felt *0 lih hi) 
Immotirrsl that in n (It of f^encro^it) hr ordered hi* 
ininiilor to confer upon llm |»anrp)ii»i n AArM/ and a 
rcvsnrd of one ernto ol mper* The nnnonnrimenl 
*tn{?f;treil (he mhiNter lie hriUnted and irmnmtraled 
with tit** prinn? and lo I the prim'e raiml the amnnni 
ol row.tfd to one ernrr nnd lwenl> flvr lae* One rroro 
of rupee*, j^oe* iJir *torV wa* at e»r»re paid and for (hr 
hnlaneo the revenue of tho alote w«* plnlpeil The 
itorj ma) iml he true m the letter, hut it* value l(ei 
in tlie fart thnl it llirowi a 1I001! of K^hl on fhr ixnifl 
Kfo of thfHo «U)* It orquainti ui with the dreum 
ilnncca under whfeh fvnram CAimf ttrcif /( «f triU 
pointi out llm direction In which vre thonid look for tlie 



causes which brought about friction between the 
prince and his minister and ultimately the downfall 
of the latter. Rai Singh every day grew more and 
more extravagant. The treasury stood in danger of 
running dry. The finances fell into disorder. The 
future appeared gloomy. At last Karam Chand, 
actuated b}’’ his love and devotion to the house of Bika, 
made a last and determined effort to bring the prodigal 
pnnce to his senses. But the result proved most disast- 
rous to himself It has been alleged that in A. D. 1595 
Rai Singh learnt that Karam Chand had formed a 
conspiracy with the object of supplanting him either 
by Dalpat Singh or by Ram Singh, 'll has been further 
asserted that Karam Chand thereby wanted to make 
himself all-powerlul m the state We may mention 
here once for all that we are not prepared to give 
credence to these allegations which are neither sup- 
ported by evidence nor seem probable under the 
circumstances We fail to perceive any motive m Karam 
Chand for this alleged act of treason against his master. 
Even those who lay this charge at his door are not agreed 
among themselves as to the name of the person m 
whose favour the alleged conspiracy was formed , viz , 
whether it was Dalpat Singh or Ram Singh. Besides 
the fact that Akbar, who was on the most friendly 
terms with Rai Smgh and was also connected with him 
through the raarnage of his son, extended a hearty, open 
and ready welcome to Karam Chand when he fled to 
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Delhi, itronglj militatea against the theory that he 
had anj hand m the crime imputed to him We all 
know how Inveterate Ral Singh had been in his enmity 
towards him and presnmably he most have done his 
best to undermine the position and damage the status 
of Karam Chand at the court of the Emperor He 
might have gone so hir as to ask the Emperor to hand 
over Karam Chand to him or at least to tom him out 
That Akbar, whose repatatlon for joslfce and fair 
dealing has been unlmpeachabie, never doubted even for 
a moment the innocence of the minister is a complete 
answer to all the charges to maliaonsl) levelled against 
him On the other bond, Akbar treated him with 
great honour and consideration It may be asked if 
Karam Chand had realh aclear consdence, why did 
he mn away from Bikanar Those who have carefull) 
studied the history of Rajasthan and have before their 
minds eye the fates of men like Indmj Singhn and 
Amir Chand Surana will at once agree with us that 
this step of his lyas one in the right direction Unfort 
imatly, in those days, the state could not boast ofa strong 
and independent judiciary and conscquenll) there was 
not a fair chance of justice for those who had the mis 
fortune of being accused of high treason against their 
prince Tobe brief, we bcHc\e that Karam Chand 
was Innocent of the charge which had been 

brought against him Nay, lie fell a mart>T in a right 
and just cause Ho was not the author of any com 
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piracy but was rather the victim of it His own high 
sense of duty with which he approached the task of 
administration proved the cause of his rum He was 
determined to bnng the prince back to the right path 
and he worked for the realisation of this object with an 
unflinching faith and untiring zeal which always guide 
those who believe themselves engaged in a just and 
righteous cause In so doing, he incurred the enmity 
of those whose interest lay m seeing the prince persist 
in his old course of extravagance and dissipation. To 
proceed, his enemies got the upper hand in the court 
and poisoned the ears of the Raja against him by in- 
venting an imaginary story of an imaginary plot. The 
credulous pnnce— and we know that he was so on the 
authority of no less a person than Jahangir himself — 
believed implicitly m all the nonsense which the 
enemies of Karam Chand had been pleased to tell him. 
He at once determined to arrest Karam Chand and to 
put him to death. The friends of the minister had al- 
ready reported to him all that had been talked of or 
said about him m the court As soon as he learnt the 
decision of the prince, he fled from Bikanar and invoked 
the protection of Akbar which was generously given. 
The Emperor treated the noble refugee with every 
courtesy and kindness and conferred on him a position 
of honour in the coutt. Karam Chand rose higher and 
higher every day in the esteem of Akbar, and r soon 
acquired great influence over him. • 
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When RaI Singh l«imt that Kmm Chond had 
Mcaped to Delhi, ho sword indignantly and vowed 
vengeance on him and we shall see later on how 
keenly he felt his discomfiture and hmstration 

Whflo Karam Chand was a refugee at Delhi, a cur 
ions inadent occnred at Bhatner which gave him an 
opportunity of avenging himself on Rai Singh It is 
not, however, certain whether or not he took ad\'an 
tageofiu In A D 1597, while Rai Singh was staj mg 
at Bhatner, a place m his territory, Nasir Khan, father 
in lawofthoEmpcror happened to comothere The Raja 
appointed Teja Btgor to look after the comfort of his 
illostnous guest Teja entertained his guest m a 
manner which was quite uoiqne and novel W hfle the 
Khan was taking a stroll, Teja pretended to be made 
and belaboured him with ahoes The Khan hastened 
to Delhi and complained of this outrage to Aktnr 
The emperor called upon the Raja to surrender the 
oifender to him, but the latter blankl> refused to do to 
This enraged the Emperor who dispossessed Rai Singh 
of his /agir of Bhatner and instead coferred it on his 
(Rai a) son Dalpat Singh Wo do not know for cetUin 
whether Karam Chind actually espoused the cause of 
the aggrieved Khan at the court , but all the same Rai 
Singh believed that he bad dona *0 an Impression 
which tended to intensify tlJlI deeper the already cxii 
ting bitterness between the Raja and bis late minister 
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The services rendered Karam Cband to his com- 
munity and religion can never be overaled. His 
memory is still cherished m Rajputana as one of the 
great benefactors of the SatigJia. Every act of his 
bespeaks of his boundless charity and unostentatious 
piety. In A.D. 1555 he celebrated the oflicial entr}’- of 
Jinachandra sun of the Bnhat Kharataragachchha with 
great eclat at Bikaner.* The kavi who announced him 
the advent of the holy gu? it was given a handsome 
reward. Dunng the famine of 1578 (Vik-Sam 1635), 
he made every endeavour to relieve the starving popula- 
tion by establishing depots for the free distnbution of 
corn. He recovered a large number of Jama images 
from the Mahoraedans into whose hands they had 
fallen and deposited them m the Chmtamanji temple 
at Bikaner. He introduced some needed reforms m the 
Osval community and fixed and regulated the cesses 
due by the community to the bhojaks 

Akbar, though not a convert, was more than an 
admirer of Jainism It was Hiravijaya-sun who first 
made him familiar with the sublime teaching of the Jma 
in A D. 1682. As a result of his activity and labour, 
Jamism secured a comer m the emperor’s heart and 
proved itself a potent factor in influencing his views and 
policy. Mr. Smith is perfectly right when he observes 
that many of his acts from 1682 onwards were the 
direct outcome of his partial acceptance of the Jama 
doctrine, Abul Fazl expressly mentions Hiravijayasun 
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tnd his colleagues in his Ain j Akbari and is coiro* 
borated by Jahangir who refera to his fathers ncquain 
tance with the Svetambara Jtinas Akbtr lo^cd and 
admired and respected tus Jama gurus * In A D 1593, 
at the suggestion of ivaram Cfa^d, he innted Jina 
Chandra Snri from Cambay and received the hoi} visitor 
at Lahore with every mark of honour due to his exalted 
position Manasimha * fjinasimha Suri) \c3hharsa, 
Parmanand and Sama>'asundam tveie in attendance on 
the learned Suri At the desire of Akbar Jinachandra 
Sim deebred Manasimha as hb successor Thisdeclara 
tion was followed by a grand and Impressive cercmoncy 
at which Akbar himself was present and was made an 
occasion for feasts and fcsUnties towards the cost of 
which Karam Chand materially contributed Before 
the Suri took leave of Akbar, the latter conferred on the 
former the title of \ ugapradnana ® and bsued two eilicls 
one forbidding fishing in the Gulf of Cambay and the 
other, interdicting the slaughter of animals during eight 
da>s of the month of Ashadhn 

1 lIlnTljtr* ru t-biaMSii lf» txfiJi* 

^ FftdsuiatxUr T IL I' LXW 

3 ai«ilU>neJ by JfhBtufir Ib hi M ra»ln 
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Raw lada fts you are, take car© Jest }ou should be 
deceived by his false tcari and consent to go back to 
Bikaner The Raja is lather gneved to sec me die in 
glory With these words oi adneo and warning, the 
great man passed away The Raj* was profuse in his 
expression of sorrow and sympjithy for the bereaved 
fiunny and employed evcr> art in persuading the 
brothers to accompany him to Bikaner, but nil to no 
purpose* 

Rai Singh felt greatly annoyed at the failure of his 
fiendish design but ho aull cherished a hope to have 
hi5 revenge one daj In A D i6ii he became serioush 
ill and bis malady took a fatal turn W hen he felt his 
end draw nigh, he called hi* son Sur Singh to bis bed 
side and admonished him thus My son, I die disnp 
pointed M} last iostrucuon to } on is that >ou would 
bring back the sons of Karom Chand Bacbchliivat to 
Bikaner and punish them for the sins of their father 
With these words, the Raja expired 

Rai Singh was succeeded by Daipat Singh who ruled 
for about two year* In A D 1615 Sur Singh became 
Raja He had however, not forgotten the last wishes 
of hi* dying father, but was onij walling for a proper 
opportunity to discharge his treacherous trust A* 
soon as he had celebrated bis coronation, he hastened 
to Delhi* His object in going to Delhi was iwo*fnld, 
Crstlj, to do homage to the hrapcfor, and trcontlly 
to bnng back the CachebbaTat famfl) to UiLaner He 
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-completely succeeded m his intention. He met Bhag- 
chand and Lakshmichand there and under most solemn 
promises and assurances secured theif consent to accom- 
pany him to Bikaner. 

Decoyed with a fallacious guarantee of personal 
immunity and allured with the false prospects of the 
restoration of their old nghts, the Bachchhavat brothers 
and their family started on their journey to their native 
place. They rejomed over the idea that their days of 
banishment had coine to an end and that they would 
soon be among their own people and in their own land. 
Their hearts were surcharged with feelings of gratitude 
and thankfulness towards their supposed benefactor. 
The ill-fated youths hardly dreamt that all the promises 
had been made only to be broken, and that they were 
being led to their doom. Sur Singh took more than 
ordinary care in concealing his deep-laid plot He dis- 
missed his dman and proclaimed to the world that he 
was going to restore the post to its nghtful claimants. 
In course pf time, they reached Bikaner and were 
apparently treated with great courtesy and consideration 
by the Raja. In fact, they had been lulled into fatal 
secunty. They had been there barely two months when 
one morning they awoke only to discover that their 
houses had been besieged by three thousand soldiers of 
Sur Singh. Now truth dawned on them m all its terrible 
reality They instinctively realised the situation 
and preferred a glorious death to an ignominious 
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rorrendor The small band of their Rajput jervants who 
nranbored only 500 rallied round their masten and girt 
np tbeirloms to defend thenu Every one had the courage 
and endurance to anffer or to die The Bachchhavats 
and their followers fought liTe heroes, but It was not a 
contest in the strict sense of the word It was a mere act 
of butchery — and that too of the most revolting type on 
the part of the besiegers When all hope of salvation 
had gone, the brave brotheri, tine to their Oswal birth, 
resolved, to signalise the end of their family In their 
despair— they resorted to the awful but andent cmlom 
of johar The fatal pyre was lit up AU men and 
women took leave of each other The ladles and 
children, the aged and the infirm all Eurrendered their 
lives— some by sword, others in the leaping flames of 
fire Blood flowed out in torrents as the fumes of smoke 
curled their course upward Not one feared to die 
Every thing valuable was destroved and thrown into 
a well which is still pointed out to the visitor This 
done, the brothers paid their respectful homage to the 
r/m/r, put on saffron and embraced each other 
for the last time They, then, threw open the gates of 
the Jiaoeli and rushed out sword in hand Thej fought 
bravely but were overpowered and cut to pieces 
Thier houses were pulled down and rased to the ground - 
The Raja made every endeavour to extermfuate the 
Bachchhavat clan hut prondenco had decreed other 
wise A Bachchhavat lady was absent on a visit to 
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iier father s place at Kishengarh where she had gone 
to take her confinement. A male child was born to 
her, and thus the Bachchhavat clan has been preserved. 


APPENDIX (1). 

' UDAYANA. 

(A) Udayana, was a native of Marwar He was a J aina by religion 
■and Snmal by caste Btinng tbe teign of Jaya-Sinha-Siddha-raja, he 
■came to Karanavati (Ahmedabad) were he prospered and built a magnifi- 
cent temple According to Merutnnga, he died during the reign of Kumara- 
pala apparently in A. D 1150 but the time of his death has been questioned 
bj Dr Buhler who treats it as improbable Udayana had four sons, 
Vnghabhatta, Ohahada, Ambada and Sola 

THE HONOHIO DESIGNATIONS OF 
KITMARAPALA. 

(B) A poibe 8 colophon which refers itself to the reign of Kumarapila 
Chaulukya and is appended to a MS of TilnjaBundnrimjnauachiudrakaha 
runs thus — 

^ ^ IT^- 

turuv ^ I rt i cr v i >x51 iiByitt''- 

q<H tjT o -051- 

. ^ ^ dM<v r ^qivnn<f>ri ' ^.jdiui>fVH q i ^flgrrlhid ' n 
TjBmH B.4 inTmfhuT 1 

Cs Cs Cs. 

( P. R, III; 69. ) 
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THE ANOEBTOR8 OF BAOHOHHiLEA.J 

(C) Tba BMholilttTmt* tr«« ttrfr d«*s*at froni th* oliWf of Deri- 
lAT*t»k. SjL«mr b*loBc«l to tba Dcrada OUa of tba and li stated U> 

hara w«c«d war aofo*t tlie Sliah f Ualra aad dsrastsd his tarritorr Ha 

had three soesBamedBofalUha, Oancdaa sod Jaja SUnha napoetlrelj Ssfar 

wa siieea«>dad bj Us eldest aoa Bohtttha BoUttha Is beUared to bara 
been a oontemporaij of Razta Rstinalnjh sjU tahso part in the do&vea of 
Ohittore afalnst the anales of Ala od-dlo BoUttha had Kms ( 1 ) 
Bri Caran ( 3 ) Jaaa [ 3 ] Talha [41 Jaca^ Ual [ 6 1 Bhlma [ fi ] Bonsl [ 7 J 
ESin^pal t B ] Padma aiul oM daoghUr namsd Padma. Brl ICaran was ths 
lastof the Una who oeoopUd the (adl o< DeTsUsatah [ Aba] Tba armlaa of 
Osnri Shah Ittradad Us territory end took ycsaeatliMi of It- Sri Cana was 
killed ta tha aotloa. Hie qaaao with her foar ohOdrea C I ] Bamadhar 
[ 2 1 Udharaa [3] Harldas and [ 4 } Vlrdas eaoaped to her father^ boose 
at TTberi and took refuje there Thar all adopted tbs Jahia 
T JpaL *00 of B s m s dhsr took Ua residence et AahUpsir Patau and 
was a tDa«lttrate B Is taU to hare celebrated the nthreneaieBt U 
J aakoslul mrv aa reat «Ueb the Khanura Oaebchha paltarall 
pUr»a I Bam 17T7 Tejpals tea was DUba abo bad three sees | tj 
Kadtta f j Dbsraa and [ 3 1 '<aad^ R daa llred for soeetltne la Meaar 
U 1 stated to hs e hroafhc ahMtt rraoooilUtk>a tetwrea the ftsaa of 
Clhlttnro aad the Klaff of Main It afterwards relareed I Oojsrat sed 
wi the Ooteroor of AohOTed Petaa He celebrated Ibe eatbroneowot f 
JiaaiaJ tori sod In \ Ik. dam Htt condocted a pirry of pllcrlbn I Mo* * 
Bhstnia^ia Ksdos had a eon named Meta tb* f iherof Msadn "bo 
•rttled la Vlrampar Ths son of Mandaa arm Uds who had two eons Sarpil 
and Wa^l ra Tardera wa thetf tber I Jesal "bo wa tb f»tl r of 
Bacbchharai 

AKBAR AlTD JINAOHANDHA, 

(Pj 21 Jlaachsadrarari VI (matt, 'fo.BJ). tbe rallar spiritual teed 
ah eo qoered raaay oppoaents lo dlspatatkms H wa called tjtt 
lord Jalaloddla, tbe Rlortoo Psdlshih Akabhara, who was de Ima cl 
►eciB)? him kariat b«rd of bis nmmeasuTable krcatae* tbst 
llwlIlaconsenoencenlU stay at BUmMa^l^tb^ (or CstuUj) dorirx U. 

rata f(\rkrani) tuabbat IMS. He met the etopcfo pleat'd tlm tf 



the multitude of his virtues, and obtained one edict Qjhuramana) forbidding 
the slaughter pf animals during eight days m AsliAdha, and second protect- 
ing the fish in the Gulf of Oambay (Stambhatirthi' Samudra), as well aa 
Ine title “ the most virtuous, glorious pontiff of the age ” Sattamamyu 
gapradhand) Further at the command of the emperor, he crossed by 
magic (?) the five nvers of the Punjab on the twelfth lunar day of the 
bright half of Maghn, ( Vikrama ) Samvat 1652 He was attended by 
Jinasimha on whom he had conferred the digmtv of “ aoharya in the 
presence of the emperor Akhar ” — an extract from the inscription of 
Vadipur-Parsvanatha at Pattana dated Vik Sam 1662. (See Ep Ind , I, 
321) 

JINASINHA-SURI. 

(E) Klatt s article on Jinasinha-snri m his Specimen of a Jama ono- 
masticon runs thus — “ Jmasmha sun, the 62 (Other MSS 65 or 66) 
sun of the Vrihat-Kharatra gachchha, between Jmachandra sun and Jina- 
raja sun, son of Saha Ghampasi of the Ganadhara Chopada gotra and 
Chaturangadevi (another MS. Champalsde), bom at Khetasaragrama 
S , 615 margoirsha sudi purmmasyam, Mulanaman Mansmha , Diksha at 

Vikaner S 1623 Margaoirsha Vadi 5, Yachakapada at Jesalmeru S 1640 
raagha sudx 5, Aoharyapada at Lahore S 1649 phalgmna sudi 2 Vikanera- 
1 nstavya-inantn Karmachandr ikrita-mahotsavana , sufi-pada at Venatata 
b 1670 posa vadi 13 , died at Medita S 1674 pausa vadi 13 Ind, Ant lil, 
250 A Weber H, 1052 

DEATH OF AKBAR 

(P) The Jama poet Banarasidasa, who was a contemporary of Akbar, 
tells us that the emperor died in Kartik Yik Sam. 1C62 and graphically 
describes the effect of panic that spread among the masses on the- 
demise of the Great Mughal m the following Hindi verses — 

^ ^ ^ ^ gitHs: I ^ » 

I ^ rfi- II 
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rr^trfir irew i ■ 

wi7<n I *iifi*T i 

fN'wf^iT ^rffnr^r I vjjT^ ijfxjf)' grTpT B 
VTT frrfif 1 if^ cmrii wNt ^ c jptf ii^T^ii 

—The BanjirasTvilaaa 
Introd, ppJ 5I--2 
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THE -MOHANOTS 


Tlie Mohanots form an important sept of the Osval 
community Their original home is Marwar but they 
are also met with m Kishengadh and Udayapur. 
They muster strong m Jodhpur where they occupy 
some responsible posts and wield no small influence in 
the official circle Their chief occupation has been 
state service but of late some of them have taken to 
commerce and banking. 

The Mohanots claim to have descended from Raya- 
pala, the Rathod Chief of Marwar. Tradition avers that 
he had thirteen sons Kanakapala, being the eldest, 
succeeded his father in Vik. Sam. 1301. Of the lemain- 
ing twelve sons, one was Mohanaji from whom the 
I Mohanots take their name. Mohanaji, m spite of his 
having had a Bhati lady to wife, took a fancy for a 
Snsnmal girl and married her The result of this union 
was a son named Sapatasena On his growing to man's 
estate, Sapatasena became a convert to Jamism and was 
admitted into\;he Osval brotherhood. The Mohanots 
look upon Sapatasena as their common ancestor 

The Mohanots have played a conspicuous part m the 
^ history of the Marwar They have produced soldiers 
^ as well as statesmen The names of some of their great 

1 The date of conversion is given as Kartik sndi 13 Vik Bam 1351, 
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men are associated ■snth lare deeds of chivalry and 
heroisnu 

Achaloji who was slain m an encotmter with the 
Mnghals at Savarada m ViL. Sam 16^5, Jayamal who 
florved as governor of Vadnagar in about Vib Sam 1671, 
and Nenasi who compOed a history of the Marwar, all 
of them belonged to the category of the Great 
Mohanots 



THE BHANDARIS OF MARWAR 


The Bhandans belong to the official ( Mutsadi ) 
section of the Osval community. They occupy an 
eminent position in Marwar society In Jodhpur, they, 
at present, number about 300 families 

The Bhandans trace their descent from the Chohan 
kings of Ajmer Their ancestor Rao Lakhanasi ^ 
( Laksfiamana ) separated himself from the Ajmer 
House and became the founder of an independent line 
of rulers at Nandole. Inscriptions recently brought to 
light record gifts and concessions made by the Chaha- 
mana pnnces and princesses m favour of Jama temples, 
and thus testify to the great influence once exercised by 
Jamism over the aristocratic classes of Marwar 
Perhaps the best known chief of the Chahamana dynesty 
yras Alhanadeva, who in A. p. 116^ made a generous 
endowment towards the maJi^tenance of a Jama temple 
at Nad ole and also promulgated an edict forbidding 
the slaughter of animals on certain days of the month 

^ There are Bhapdari settlers in Jaippr Cawnppr carr 3 in^ ^ 
jewellery (hnsinesB 

2 No record of Lakshamana has yet come -to light But on the Surajpel 
at Nadol there is an inscription of the time of Kelhana dated V E 1223 
which incidentally mentions the aame of Lakhana iii^d the date V E 
3039 for him — Ep Ipd XI, -67 
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Not to digress, Lakhana-*i was, doubtless, a great man 
He was a man of great heroic courage and patriotic 
leal Ho “ collected transit dues from the further gate 
of Anhulwara and levied tribute from the pnnee ol 
Chittore. A visitor is still shown a fortress at Nadolo 
which local tradition attributes to this celebrated 
prmce 

LAl-ha according to Bhandori tradition, had twentj 
four sons including one Dadrao (the Duda of the 
Nadtlol inscription) waom the Bbandans claim as their 
great ancestor ^ In ViL. Sam 1049 A D 992 Dadrao 
adopted Jamism at the hands of Yaaobhadrasuri* of the 
Sa^de^al^J Gcchchha and joined the Osval brotherhood 
OCRaallr, Dadarao was designated as Dhandari 
rEhandagarika) or the person in charge of the store 
house and consequently his descendents became known 
as Bhandtris 

Our information about the great Jlhandans who 
li\ed and died under the Chahamnns is at present solely 


1 TftjK<tiludn-kart U««l(l CO bfttvdW 1 Mk tUm lOJlJ ^ C H \1 

Ko*. 9, p ^It n* WM oer^lf<l by wh w »no-r m t I 

tb« Cbab r*f* Th <Iat« ol f tb^Ki at c » h vliW*!) 

p n by a wril r ol tb I6tlirtntQry ooofltcta w ih tbit 111 atl -rtl 
oooT*r*kJ» of Owlrto bot la lif ol cocTlacifli fcjvl rfl) bb» 

rldetK^ It wooU oamI to rrjrct lb* tradltloul dal of citi 

2 VU« Appoadlz 2. Tbart ar* at IfMt two bwnB la^rlpchn r tiU<^ 
lo( tb^* Dkandarla aa harlor draceodrd Irtaa ljUcbtna. 
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denved from the inscriptions and is necessarily meagre, 
but so far as it goes it is sufficient to establish the 
antiqmty of the Bhandari claim and warrant the con- 
clusion that the Bhandans enjoyed the patronage of 
their Chahamana masters and perhaps possessed some 
sort of territorial power in some out-of-way districts 
The earliest known inscription mentioning the Bhan- 
daris comes from Nadlai It is dated Magha sudi 5 
Vik Sam, 1189 and refers to Bhandari Naga Siva as a 
witness to a certain grant Another inscription dated 
Vikt Sam 124^1 refers to one Bhandari Yasovira as the 
lord of Palla ( a village six miles to the west of 
Jodhpur) A Jalore inscription dated V S 1242 
records the rebuilding of a Jama temple by Bhandari 
Yasovira son of Fasu in accordance wnth the orders 
of the Maharaja Samarasinha r>eva A Juna luscnp- 
tion dated 1352 of the reign ot Maharaja Samanta 
sinha Deva descnbes among others Bhandan Migala 
as one “ appointed by the king to draw up documents ” 

The settlements of the Bhandans in Jodhpur date 
from the time of Rao Jodha ( A D 1427-89) whom 
thej'- rendered splendid services Under their leaders 
Naro-ji and Samro-ji, they fought for Jodha against 
the Mewar forces at Jhilwara and defeated them. 
Ever since their advent into Jodhpur, the Bhandans 
have been influential at court and have filled m various 
positions of trust and responsiblity in the state. They 
have always been loyal to the House of Jodha and 
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n/’t n of them arc stfll counted amofig the valued 
and useful aervunts of the state 

Like the Singhvu, the Bhandana have handled the 
sword as well as the pen They have not onl\ ^von 
laurels as statesmen and soldiers but ha\o also tamed 
distinction as buflders and writers The monuments 
like the Kaparda Parsvanatha temple bear testimony 
to the pure and manly taste displayed by their founders 
and the writings of men like Neraichandra bespeaf: 
of a true literary genius possessed bj their authors 
Among the Bhandans of histoncal fame* we ma\ 
mention the names of Bhana, Raghunath Khirosi, 
Annpsingh Vijav Suratram, Ralnaaingh Gangaram, 

^ PrlthvirBj LakshmJeand, Bahadannal and Kahenma! 

Bhana — He lived under Gajasimha of Marwar and 
was a resident of Jetaran 

His father’s name was Amaru. In Vik 167S 

he built a magnificent temple dedicated to Parsvanatha 
at Kapanda, f Marwar) and had the installation 
cercmon^ performed b> Jinasmha sari of the Brihad 
acharya Kharatan sakba An inscription incised on 
the chief image describes Bhana as having descended 
from Ral Lakhana 
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Rughnath . — He lived during the reign of Maharaja 
Ajit Singh (A.D. 1680-1725) who committed the 
administration of all crvil affairs to the faithful Ragho- 
nath Bmdan with the title ol diwan. He was well 
qualified both from his experience m civil affairs and 
from his valour as a soldier." “ Bhandari Rughnath," 
' says Colonel Walter, “ ruled Marwar in his master's 
name for a number of years, during the time that 
Maharaja Ajit Singh was at Delhi ’’ This fact is well 
borne out by the popular couplet — 

“ Aje Dill ro patsho 

Raja tail Rughnath ’’ 

While Ajitsingh was the king of Delhi. 

Rughnath was the Raja of Marwar 

/ 

Bhandari Khimsi —He was the son of Bhandari 
Rai‘5ingh and grandson of Bhandari Dipchand. He 
held the post of Diwan under Ajitsmgh He was often 
deputed by his master on political errands to the 
Imperial court In Vik Sam 1769, ' Ajit sent the 
Bmdan Kaimsi to the presence who returned with the 
sunnud of the vice-royalty of Guzerat’ (Tod) The 
annals of Marwar give him credit of having got the 
jazia repealed which had been reimposed by Aurangzeb 
on his ' infidel ’ subjects. He had two sons, Thansingh 
and Amarasingh , the latter is said to have been exe- 
cuted 


I 
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Bkandan Vijaya — In A D 1715, AjiUingh vras 
appointed forty-seventh viceroy of Gujarat. Ajitsjugh 
•ent Vijayaraja to act as hfa deputy until ha arri\*al — 
Tod, Rajasthan 1,914 Bomb Gar I 1,299 

Anop*ingh — In A D 1720, Aptsfugh the viceroy 
sent Anopsiugh Bhandan to Gu3arat as his deputy 
His administration as deputy viceroy of Gujarat was dts 
figured with many an act of oppression, of which the 
chief vras the murder of Kapurchand Bbansali, the 
leading merchant of Ahmedabad — Bom Gar I, i, 
301 2 

Surat Ram - on the death ofjaisingh 

on the 3rd October 174^ A D , Maharaja Abbai Singh 
sent from Mcrta Bhandan Surat Ram with Thakur 
Snraj Mai of Almiawas and Shire Smgh of Rupnagar 
to take Ajmer They took Ajmer, slaying the Fojdar 
Khangrot Binai "^ingh — H B Sarda, Ajmer, p 169 

Ganga Ram — He fiounsbed dunng the reign of 
Vijay Sragh (AD 175 92) and was both a statesman 
and soldier He was present at the Battle of Mairla 
which was fought between the ^lahraltas and the 
RathorsmAD 1790 

Lakshmichand — Ho was dirran for a number of 
years dunng the reign of Maharaja Man '^high (A D 
1803-43) and held a village worth Rs 2,000 ss jagir 

Prxihviraj Bhandari —During the reign of Mahiraja 
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Man Smgh, he was Bakim of Jalore. Mentioned by 
Pandit Gann Shankar Hira Chand Ojha in his Sirohi-ka- 
Itihas. 

Ullamchaiid —He \\as a resident of Jodhpur. He 
was born in Vik Sam. 1835 and died in Vik. Sara. 1864. 
He lived under Mansingh who patronised him as a 
poet Author of the Alankar — asha) a, tlie Nalha- 
chandrika, Ratnahamiraki-bat and the Niti-ki-bat. In 
the opening (^) verses of Ins Alankara-asha) a, he^ men- 
tions Sagarchand muni as his spiritual guide and Rama 
karan as his instructor in poetics ^ Jaina-Sansar, I, 
7.22 

Bahadarvial — He \\ as perhaps the last represent- 
ative of the Great Mutasadis of the old type He was 
born of a respectable family at Didwana His fathei’s 
name was Bherondas. He w'ent to Jodhpur where he 
was emplo}ed on the clerical staff of Rughnath shah, 
a leading banker. Afterwards, he entered the seiwice 
of the state wdiere his good qualities soon attracted the 
attention of Maharaja Takhtsingh (A D 1843-73) So 
great was his influence over the chief that the people 
1 came to regard him as de facto ruler of Marwar — a fact 
which gave currency to the saying, ‘ Bahare nache 

I irsmfi’ vtupt i 

fhvr M *-^1 n rf trnr ^rr^nr i 

^ ^ ^ II H n 
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Bahadaryo It ma} bo «ald to his credit that bo 
nercr abused the confidence placed in him by his master 
His semcas m connection with the salt lease aflair 
will long bo gratefully appreciated by the Marwani 
Once or twice, he fell trader the displeasure of TaVht 
slngh but throngh the interrention of his Thal^ur 
friends he was pardoned and received back into favour 
He was a great supporter of the Terapanlhi * form of 
Jainism and m the pfaraseoIog\ of Ins co-relfgionists, 
was the Lala Harchand o the Marwar He died 
in Vib Sam, 194 (A D 1S85) bhadra badi y, at an 
age of about aevcnl> 

k{than Mai — He wai treasury o/Ttcer dunng the 
early part of the reign of Maharaja Sardar SJogb, and 
also (faring that of his predecessor He was a great 
financier and did his best to put the Jlarwar finances 
on sounder and firmer fooling The following popular 
quartet testifies to the esteem in which he was held by 
the people of Mar^ar — 

lUfcft ptiAUt lyrlAO 
II b /^«ltra b<>e 
^ t IVahitljr re Ire 
Ki•ha^ bi Iror 

Fhe raanuera and customs of the Dhandaris are the 
same as tho« of other Oswals Tlie temple of llicir ] 
tutelary goddess Asapura, is at \adole where a fair is 
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held twice .t \ ear 1 1 is said that Lakha bax ing had no son 
to succeed him appealed to the goddess in his anxiety 
to have one. The goddess, pleased with his devotions, 
blessed him with twenty-four sons. The Bhandans 
would not buy a black cow, a black goat, or a black 
buffalo though they would not, perhaps hesitate to 
take it as a present 

The Bhandans generallj- prefer state service to 
trade. The}’ have their own siib-dnisions, such as 
Dipavat, iMonavat Lunavat, Nivavat which do not 
intermarry among themselves The Bhandari ladies 
observe strict parda-system and unlike other Oswals 
do not use the head ornament called the Bor 
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The nadlai jaina inscription of 

VIK. SAM 1557 
(A) II <0 n gwfsRTvm- rnr 

^jrrpr gvg-yYit i i ^ni^rgn^uTrOTTgrTr^c l 

^nr^j^fggr^tJTiT^j^srfggtvr^giflfg'gi^ i loti 

' nvrig I f^d i ^g T <la.g<i^inc^ jrwT^5Brn:?nggi 
^ gigr^fg’?: i i ^^i=s[wlgTrrfr 

1 T^gnrgrf^ i trk 

rrfiir ¥ro gijpjfl- i ^ grfJTTJT^^r^^ i 
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jmjtnwOu ^ imTT tro urnTfirefr no iTl g qrff 

^jV I no TftinfwT^ j no i w 

^ jjijjHnfnm Ol<uPi0qrf iHt gn Trhrrffr^ft l 

wtFBT fqarui'i«J I tj^Els iTliJ^Qrc^i) i 
fVmr vlgswnrrfir 

JTUKi I ^nrr ipf^r tH^nohr *P«uHu"lff gr uiwlfiw 
tfrrtr^yrwTT BTrni sn^^T^mr i vr^gywfifjfTwrcfTw 
TTO7 if^*nr»tr gw ttut OtmuH Hihux^m wttw 

rrw^ I ?T7gw wyrjwK l vr^T^smid trw 

i+wrfbfhr n^wwV wiwuyi vhfo pprt Jto wgr gH ^o nr^ 
nn I HFyiiwii J^o miTT — ggi iv qtfo gm fhn i r 
^Ttjrfcgytf* grnrwt gm #o «8 vrajpmrvj^ft 

TtwirfVTOWTwbnwt wtwt wrtftn ^ aypRa i rg^rftn »mn 
mtr i u>fi r Hqqfu/^ ulxj i glmMJ vmq^ T wrfba opmTbnfm 

§W^gT \f4jgiruUiaiwr*T OTO •wHTT^ljfTr>T tpT 
fr gm r n^ r frtf fwo wrwjw wwPifff a ’ g vr r 

%ST i ^ I 

THE KAPARDA. INSORTTION OF 
C 

VIK SAM 1078 
(B)^w^ 1<9C BW tajiqfyn iy fmA 
•f vji i imBiOJm1<iflP? c rqwun > ^ v : ftJ T tf i^ nu wTqqT^ w T > mTT 
JiiRti'n*' muhnni^ gnuwiu^'J'nWr 

gm i .q*H ig -iftwTTimnr ftti^riy^^erWwrr 

ini> w^ g g rd>T : girevf nwg i 


BHAMA SAH, THE SAVIOUR OF MEWAR. 

“ The name of Bhama Sab,” says Colonel Tod, “ is • 
preserved as the Saviour of Mewar " An Oswal ^ by 
birth and a Jama by religion, he was the perfect model 
of fidelity and devotion He was the diwan of the 
illustrious Rana Pratap— an office which his family had 
held for several generations 

The invasion of Chittore by Akbar and the gallant 
defence of it by Pratap are facts well-known to every 
student of Indian History It is sufficient for our 
present purpose to mention that once Rana Pratap, on 
account of the want of funds, had been reduced to 
such a straitened condition that he resolved to abandon 
Mewar and emigrate to Sindh with all his family 
and followers who preferred exile to degradation. He 
descended the Arvali and had already reached the 
desert when the patnotic magnanimity of his minister 
made him change his resolution. Bhama placed at the 
disposal of his master all the riches ahd resources of his 
forefathers — which are stated to have been equivalent 
to the maintenance of twenty-five thousand men for 
twelve years — and requested him to return to his native 
soil and to renew the war against Akbar. The result 
was that Rana Pratap m a short campaign e regained 


2 Ho w as a Ka^ adia Osval 



the whole of Mowir except Chlttorc, Ajmer and 
Idtndalgarh 

The name of Bhama Shah is a household word m 
Mewar, and his memory is still gratcfolly cherished 
ns an upholder of theiaa/ (honour) of the Mewar arms 
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VASTUPALA THE GREAT. 

In the long range of tlie Jama ministers and generals/ 
Vastupala is perhaps the most interesting figure. His 
wonderful personaht}’’ stands forth unrivalled m all its 
glory and greatness e\oking admiration of every one 
who cares to go through the record of his life. He 
appears to have been a wise statesman, a valiant soldier, 
an ardent lover of art and an enthusiastic adorer of the 
divine muse His chant}' knew no limit and his 
generosity recognised no distinction. Though himself 
a Jama, he favoured all sects and creeds and even built 
mosques for the 'Mahomedans the much*despised 
Mlechchhas of the thirteenth century. ^ 

Vastupala came of a Pragvata family. According 
to Meruvijiya, he and his twin brother Tejabpala were 
bom in A. D. 1205 fVik Sam.3i262} - They were the 
sons of Kumaradevi by her second husband Asaraja, 
a military commander of the Vaghelas. Kumaradevi 
was an accomplished lady of Pattana f Annahillavad) 
renowned for her great beauty and charm. While still 
very young, she lost her first husband and became a 
widow. Once, it so happened, that she went to attend 

1 Dalai and Shastry, Naranarayanananda, introd p 1 

2 A MS of indifferent accuracy gives Vik Sam' 1260 SB the date of 
their birth see J b C, H XI, 7-9 369 
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a lecture of Haribhadra-ttm where ihe attracted the 
attention of Asaraja vrho became enamoured of her 
In due course, the commander made hii overtures to 
her and begged her to accept him for her husband 
Komardevi would not listen to bis proposal Her 
indifference only served to mtensify the passion of the 
lover Asa was not a man to submit tamely to his 
late At this juncture, the Idea of carrying off hia 
ladylove presented itself to his mind and he desperately 
clung to iL One night, he fordbl} entered her bouse, 
seized her person and having thrown her on the back 
of his camel started to an unknown destination At 
day break he got at Asapalll (Ahmedabad) where ho 
hired a room and put the lad) there. In process of 
time, Kumaraden was won over by her now hniband 
and proved herself a devoted and faithful wife. She 
constructed a reservoir at the foot of the mount 
Ghnar while her husband erected a temple there Cy 
her, Asaraja had at least four sons, Luniga ’ Malla 
de\a, Yaatnpala and Tcjahpal and seven daughters 
Kumaraden Uve^ to see her twin sons as married men 
and, accdnling to one account, died eleven da}*s 
beforethe death of her husband In A D 1J17 (Vik 
Sam 12741, Vastupala celebrated his nuptials with 
Lalitadevn and shonij after* hii brother Tejahpala led ^ 
Annpama to the altar Anupama, though a plain*looking 

1 Ls l,(*KMU»lUa'^U<<t)4MlelBfftne7 
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damsel, was possessed of "uat Millies of t! c Iiead and 
the heart and exorcised consi Icr.iblc inliucncu o\cr 
ner husband. 

The Vaqhcla kingdom \Mas built on the rums of the 
Chaulukya empire. Bliima IT (A D. 1 1 7S- 1 2 } i; proved 
an imbecile ruler Under him the Chauhilv}n govern- 
ment which had lost its old v igourand ]io\vcr of cohesion 
was rapidly going down It was a period of disrup- 
tion The aiithontv of tlic king was disputed l)v his 
overpowerful vassals and his woid carried no weight. 
He no doubt enjov'ed the semblance of royaltv but the 
actual power bad long departed from his sceptre. 
While Bhima struggled to restore Ins supreniacv in the 
north, Lavanaprasad cstahhshed himself as an indepen- 
dent ruler iTt Dholka extending his sway over the 
country between the Sabaramati and the Narbada m 
the south as well as over the districts of Dholka and 
Dhandhuka. The usurper, so far as we know, alwaj's 
professed to be a vneegerent of his liege lord and 
sovereign, the emperor of Annahilavad, and was never 
m open rebellion against him. As a prudent man, he 
cared more for the substance than for the shadow. 
His attitude towards Bhima may be compared to that 
* of the Bntish Dewan— -the East India Company — to- 
'S wards the Mughal emperor, Shah Alam 

Vastupala as well as his brother Tejahpala were 
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the dutingQished nunteters of Viradhavala* In the 
twginning of therr career, they joined the sccretaiiat at 
Annahflavad where their good work attracted the 
attention of the emperor As chance would have it, 
Viradbavala who was in search of a minister mentioned 
the fact to Bhlma and asked him to get him gome 
really capable man Bhima who had alreadj formed 
a ver) high opmion of the brothers rccomtnend«id them 
to him and on the latter s request placed their 6er\dcca 
at his disposal ^ At DholKa, the} soon won the golden 
opinions of their new master who recognised their 
merit and committed to them the entire administration 
of the state They fuliy justified his coafidcncas b> 
proving themsolvea sound administrators and skilled 
generals. In the conduct of the oiBcaal affairs, they 
acted mdependentiy of bU personal considemtlons and 
never hesitated even to overrole the chief, whenc\cr 
they doubted the wisdom of an> of hu proposed 
measures Once upon a time, the spiritual teacher of the 
Sultan of Delhi passed through the atj of Dholka on his 
way to Mecca, Viradbavala wanted to arrest and irapmon 
the pllgnm. The brothers would not allow their master 
to touch him Nay, they invited the stranger to their 
residence and entertained him right roj^allj Tlic 


1 Awcteifl* ta WfTB taac» (t Ca*l»*d* • a/ Virt 
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grateful man on his return to Delhi, spoke very highly 
of the brothers to the Sultan and through his influence 
had a treaty of mutual friendship concluded between 
his master and the Dholka chief^ ’Under Vastupala' 
says an eye-witness ’low people ceased to earn money 
by base means , the wicked turned pale , the righteous 
prospered All honestly and securely plied their calling. 
Vastupala put down piracy and by building platforms 
stopped the mingling of castes m milk shops. He 
repaired old buildings, planted trees, sank wells, laid 
out parks and rebuilt the city All castes and creeds 
he treated alike The activities of the brothers did 
not stop here They shared the perils of battle-fields 
with their master and won victones for him. Their 
deeds of valour have been sung by the poets and 
extolled by the bards. Their suppression of the 
overpowerful Said of Cambay, their victory over 
Muhammad Ghori Sultan Muizz-ud-dm Bahram Shah 
of Delhi and their smart capture of the Godha chief, 
Ghughula, are achievements, gallant and glonous, 
enough to wm them a high place among the great 
warnors of India. ( 

In A. D 1220, Vastupala earned the much-coveted 
distinction of the" Sanghapati or ‘ the Master of the 
I Order ' by conducting his memorable pilgnmage to - 
Shatrunjay and Girnar. In response to a general 
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iDTJtaUon issued by him to bis coreligionists*, hundreds 
of intendmg''pngrmi3 — men and vromen— flocked to 
him and marched on under ha protection As a leader 
of the pilgnmago ho provided them with convoj’nnces, 
food and, m case of sickness, with medianes and 
physicians According to Menitunga, the religious 
caravan consisted of twenty-one thousand Svetambaras 
and three hundred ENgambaras and was guarded b} a 
thousand horesmen and seven hundred nders on red 
she-camels and tour military officers of high rank. 
When the foot of hhatmnjay was rcacned Vastupala 
made a great encampment ’ ‘ The ascent of the 

mountaiD took place in the morning nfitr his am\*al 
The first snnauar) that the pilgnras \nsitc(l wu that 
of the Kapardm N astupala worshipped the 

yaJuha and ^ang a h)mn in ha praise Then lio 
hastened to the temple of AdlnathafKababha; whither 
the majont) ol the pflgnms folk wed biro in dense 
crowds Nastupala still covered Triih the dust of 
the journey, fell down before the lord of the Jinas 
and adored him with a h^m^ of praise® Then, md 
not till then, did he indulge in ablutions, whereupon 
the pilgnms followed hit example and ho and lhc> 

1 JlnfcdJitti nn, tL» UtMM ntlw 16->1U w • 1 tl 
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approached the Chaitya with dancing and song Then 
he washed the image, in accordance with due prescrip- 
tion, with saffron-water and anointed it with musk and 
1 * 

hung garlands round it The pilgrims, at the same 
time, burned so much incense, that the temple was 
completely darkened by the fumes and finally the 
^ Aiatrika was performed b}' the waiving of lights in 
front of the image.’' After a brief stay on the hill, 
during which he kept visiting each and ever}'' shrine 
there and indulging in various acts of religious piety, he 
followed by other pilgrims returned to his encamp- 
ment Thence the party proceeded to Gimar When 
they arrived at the base of the holy mountain, a general 
halt was ordered Next morning, the pilgrims ascended 
the hill and offered their adorations to the holy foot- 
prints of Neminatha Having stayed there full three 
days, the pilgrims returned to their lodgings. From 
Giruar, the party moved on to Prabhasapattana and 
thence returned to Dholka The great pilgrimage was 
over. The responsiblity of the leader came to an end. 
The congregation then got dispersed — every one went 
home, praising the liberality of Vastupala 

^ In A D. 1228, Jagachchandra, a reformer, founded 
^ the Tapa-gachchha. Vastupala identified himself with 
^ the new movement and materially contributed towards 
its progress As pious Jamas, he and his brother Tejah- 
pala built temples, Paushadashalas, Upasaras and other 
public buildings. They lavishly expended money on 
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their bonding operation engaging the semcca of well 
known master masons Perhaps the greatest architect 
in their employ was Sobhanadeva who built for them 
their famous temple on Mount Abu It stands 
dose to that of Vhnala-shah and was completed m 
A D 1230 ‘ The temple which is p^pulari\ ascribed 
to both the brothers was in fact erected by Tcjahpala 
in memory of his brother, Luniga, and ^vns dedicated 
to Nemraatha, It is a fine example of what is known 
as the Jama st> le of architectore and m the words of 
Fergusson* for thmute deUcac) of camng and be ut} 
of detail stands almost unrivalled even m the land of 
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patient and lavish labour ’ In the year following, 
Vastupala built a triple temple dedicated to Neminatha 
on Mount Girnar and another temple dedicated to the 
same Tirthankara on Mount Shatrunjaya. 

Vastupala was a poet of no mean order His poetic 
name was Vasantapala Someshvara testifies to his 
great literary attainments b}’^ calling him ‘ the godson 
of the goddess of learning ’ Merutunga pays his tribute 
to his poetic genius by descnbmg him as a ‘ great poet.’ 
His famous poem, the Narana'tayananda, which 
describes the friendship^ of Arjuna and Krishna, 
their rambles on Mount Gimar and the consequent 
abduction ot Subhadra by Arjuna is a composition of 
great literary merit The genius of the poet shines 
forth with all its brilliancy and lustre as he depicts 
with consummate skill the great works of nature 
and art and the various passions of the human mind. 
The new poem was hailed by the -poetic world with 
great delight and won for him the praise and admira- 
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tion of his learned contemporaries Vasttrpala being a 
man of opulence and posiuon, men of letters found in 
him a generous pitron and desceramg fnend Soracsh 
\-ani * Aiismha and manj others enjojcd his patronage 
and shared m his bounty Being himself a pbct, he 
could appreaate and enjoy good poctrj It \ni3 lolelj 
due to this circumstance that m spite of the jealously 
of Somesh\*aja Horfhara rms received with great honour 
at the court of Dholka He not only himself cultiNmlcd 
the dinne muse but also pursuaded others to follow hla 
example At his request N^rachandra sun composed 
the hatharatudiagara while his pupil Narendmpnibha 
wrote the Alankaramahotiadhi Another author named 
Udajmprabha coruposed the Dharmolhyfda^a m h» 
honour He lounded at least three big libraries at an 
enormous cost and spared no pains in enriching them 
with good manusenpLs * 

Viradha\’alfl died m A D lajS® — sU>cariafte his 
fathers retirement from the business of the covemment 
Each and e\cr> bod) regretted his death and went into 
moumrag So great was the de\otion of his followers 
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that one hundred and twenty of them preferred to share 
the funeral p) re with him Even m the hour of their 
deepest sorrow and grief*, the brothers did not allow the 
sentiment to overpower their reason, Tejahpala placed a 
guard round the cremation-place and forcibly prevented 
what would have proved a terrible waste of precious lives 

On the death of Viradhavala, there arose a dispute 
for succession between his two sons, Viraraa and Visala. 
With the support of Vastupala, Visala succeeded m 
securing the for himself , thereupon Virama fled 
to Jabahpura ( Jalor) and sought refuge with his father- 
in-law, Udayasingh, by whom he was treacherously 
murdered - 

The reign of Visaladeva witnessed the fall of the 
brothers’ ministr)'. According to one account, it was 
due to one of the brothers having picked a quarrel 
with Smba, the maternal uncle of the chief It is said 


1 VnRtupila g:ives expression to hm fooling of gnof in the following sneet 
sad ^ilola — 

fhfTT fh^TET II 

Ollirr f-casons comi ind go in sutccasion 
But thi '-j two “soasons liivo bccouio pi rpclual 
Non til It men nro deprived of llio bero ViradhavaK 
The niny season in tboir tno eves, and in tli* irbenrt tbe hot sent-on 
of niigumb — ( Tawney) 

2 15 K 1883-4 p 15G, Duff Cbronoletn of India, B<im Ga? 1,1 201 
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that, on one occasion, Sinha committed a cowardly 
assanlt on the person of an inoffensive Jama monk When 
Vastnpali came to know of the outrage, he was beside 
himae'f with rage and, in the heat of passion, had a 
finger of the offender mntilatcd Smha made a com 
plaint to Vitaladeva who sentenced the minister to 
death At this cnticat moment, Someahvara came to 
the rescue of his patron and had the sentence revoked 
Vastupala keenly felt the disgrace to v^hich he was 
unjustly subjected by his ungrateful master Shortly 
^ after, his health gave way and he was laid up with 
itrJtt Under the arcurostances, a change of cnviion 
meats was considered odnslble Accordingly, Vastu 
paU started on a pilgrimage to Shatrunjaya hut, on 
the way, he tuddenly got worse and had to be removed 
to the liamlct of Ake^nllya where he was occoraodated 
m a cemntry hovel Hh eon Jaitrapala, Tejahpala and 
others were in attendance upon him His hfc was, 
then, ddspaiTcd of The spintual teacher was at once 
sent for In whose piescnce ho made a confession of the 
faith and repeated the name of fUshabba with the 
following couplet j— 

I have done no good action worthy of being v 
commemorated by the virtuous, 


1 1315 (A n tttS), yt%T\ Vl«UylfT» 

lb* a, n 

30| BAUmupain, ttAUnnslsl. ^ 
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My only substantial ment has been aspiration , 
in this way my life has passed. 

Then, a silence followed. ^ Reverence to the Arhats ' 
uttered the dying minister and with these sacred 
syllables on his lips, he expired ^ It was A D 1241. 
Each and every one mourned his untimely death. The 
surviving son and brother performed his last rites and 
later on, to mark the site where his body was cremated 
sons of Tejanpala raised a temple dedicated to Rishabha. 
Tejahpala outlived his brother by ten years and appa- 
rently died as a private gentleman in his country villa 
at the village of Chandrana 


1 Tawney, Prabandhachintamani p 168 




RATAN sxiraa bhandaei 

Ratan Smgh Bbandan vraS bcrtn of a reapectable 
Osval famllj He roae to eminence under Abhay* 
Singb, the chief of iMarwar t A D 17 5 50 J whom he 
served with great teal and devotion Ho was a prudent 
statesman and vabant general with a high sense of 
honour and dulj 

In A D 17^0 the Mnghal R6\einment appointed 
Abhayasmgh m viceroj of Ajtner and Gujarat After 
three > ears rule he returned to Delhi leaving Uatan 
Singh Bhandin m sole charge of the province The 
rule of the Uhandan who was officially knouv-n as 
deputy vicero> lasted from A D 173^ to A D 17^7 

txt the time that Ratan ‘>mgl» came to ndminiiter the 
ptovmco of Gujarat, the Mughal power was on decline 
Disintegration had alreajv vet m In Gujarat the 
aulhont) of the emperor was defied bj the Maratlina 
on the one hand and b> his refractor) govcmori on the 
other As might be expected Ratan Smgh as dcpul) 
\iccroj had to spend his whole time cillier in waging 
war bgainst the Marathas or putting down the o\cr 
powerful governors Owing to the inherent weakness 
ol the Central government he had to labour under a 
great disadvantage and in passing judgment upon an> 
ofhis acts we must take all these adveisc arcumilanccs 
into consideration 



Ratan Singh had not been long in his ne\V office when 
the Marathas under their leader, Jadoji Dabhade, visited 
Gujarat. In order to save the province from their 
. ravages, he had to purchase their retreat at an enormous 
expence. 

Bhav Singh, the heriditar^^ governor of Viramgam 
was a fertile source of trouble to the deputy* viceroy. 
In A.'D 1734, the matters came to such a pass that 
Ratan Singh had to issue orders to Jawanmard Khan 
for the arrest of the delinquent. Jawanmard Khan, of 
course, went to Viramgam and took him into custody 
but was forced by his supporters to release him. 

Another important event of the year (AD 1734) 
was the recovery of Baroda b)’’ the Marathas Sher 
Khan Babi, governor of Baroda was away on a short 
visit to Balasmor, and Muhammad Sarbaz was in charge 
of the place. Mahadaji Gaikwar who had always kept 
an e3’'e upon Baroda welcomed the opportunity created 
by the absence of the governor and with a strong force 
marched on Baroda and laid seige to it. The garrison 
offered a heroic resistence to the enemy and held him 
in check In the meantime, the news reached Sher Khan 
Babi who at once hastened back to Baroda and at the 
same time sent a message to Ratan Singh Bhandari 
callmg for aid Ratan Singh Bhandan forthwith direct- 
ed Momin Khan, governor of Cambay to join Sher 
Khan Babi and drive away the Marathas. But Maha- 
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daji took thne by the fore lock He left a force at 
Baroda jxist salBcient to cover the investment and vnth 
the rest of hla army marched on to meet Sber Khan 
A bloody engagement ensued in which Sber Khan was 
defeated. Momm Khan who arrived after Sher Khan s 
defeat did not doem it prudent to engage the Maralhai 
and retired to Cambay In the meantime, the gamson 
of Baroda, hopeless of succour, surrendered the town 
and since then, Baroda has continued to be the "head 
quarters of the Gaik war Camil) 

Among other events of minor importance which 
occured dunng the jear, 1734, we roa> mention the 
death of Dhanrup Bhandan, the governor of Pedad and 
the expulsion from Ahmedabad of its chief merchant 
KhnsalChand* who had tneurred the displeasure of 
the deputy ^icerov 

In A D 1735 Dholka was assigned to Ratan Singh 
Bhandari and through the mfluencc oi Durban ul Mulk 
Sohrab Khan was appointed governor ofVirampm 
Ratan Singh Bhandan resented the appointment of 
Sohmb and had it cancelled m favour ot Abha>‘a Singh 
When Sohrab knew of tbo cancellation, he wrote to 


l Khoulduad IIm ^ BtuatUM *bo la A t) ICJS I<ain • 

Wkatr^ ruirAa^thi «t V rMport Abau^itl*4 ). It 
I t * la V. P 1641 bjr Aurta^irb r«>tio lb n (| 

h laumt M b; Fbali Jrbaa Kbe^*letAk4 dW la A. D I it, 

Tank. P>c ( A ) ^ IK | Bo». Gu. L I tSO 3M » all t*r^ J 

UtJUtaftU. lnln?d f. S-IO 
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Burhan-ul-Mulk who got the previous order restored^ 
“Upon this'' says Colonel Watson “ Sohrab Khan 
leaving Sadak Ah as his deputy m Junagarh marched 
for Viramgam ; while Ratan Singh Bhandari hearing ^ 
of Sohrab Khan’s approach summoned Momm Khan 
and others to his assistance and with his own army 
proceeded to Dholka and plundred Koth From 
Koth he advanced and pitched at Haralah about ten ' 
miles from Sohrab Khan’s camp and here he was joined 
by Momm Khan and others whom he had summoned 
to support him. After the union of these forces he 
marched to Dholi, six miles from Dhanduka, at which 
place Sohrab Khan was then encamped Ratan Singh 
Bhandari now proposed that peace should be concluded 
and that Sohrab Khan should enjoy Viramgam until 
final orders were passed by the emperor Safdar Khan 
Babi and others went to Sohrab Khan and endeavoured 
to bnng him to consent to these terms , but he would 
not listen and on both sides preparations were made for 
battle During the following night Ratan Singh 
Bhandari planned an attack on Sohrab Khan's camp 
The surprise was complete Sohrab Khan's troops 
fled and himself mortally wounded shorly afterwards 
died.” 

Soon after, an attempt was made on the life of 
Ratan Singh Bhandan. He was attacked by a horse- 
man who was then and there captured and slam. The 
Identity of the would-be assassin was never established. 
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It took Ratan Sragh Bhandan two months to rcco\er 
from his rajnnes In the straggle between Sohnib and 
Ratan Singh Bbandari, Momin Khan, though he 
professed to be a fnend of the latter, was m (act 
fftvountig the cause of the former Ratan Singh 
Bhandari now determined to punish Moram Khan for 
his treacherous conducL before he could carr) out his 
intention Momin Khan, somehow became aware of 
It and withdrew to Camba> 

We have ol^ead^ refened to Bbamngh of Viramgam 
There was no love lost between him and Ratan Singh 
In fact, Bhav haled the Mnrw*aris Hatred and thirst 
for re\*cnge got the better of his intellect and banishctl 
all sense of honour from him He entered into nn 
alliance with ihc Maratbas and trcacherouslN iidmilled 
them into ths city Damaji, the Maratha leader, 
assumed the control of \iramgam drove out the 
Marwan administrator Kaljran and lca\nng hh agent 
Rangoji there, himself marched towards Soralh In 
the )car following (A D 1736) Rangoji advancetl 
so far as BaMa near DholKa pillaging and dcrasling 
the countr) Ratan Singh Bhandari marched ngainit 
him and drove him back to \ifamgam He pursued 
the Marathaa to ^ iramgam, attacked and defeated them 
capturing their baggage but failed to prevent# them 
from taking shelter in the town He, however, laid 
seige to it and awaited the xcsulta In the mi anlimc, 
the Marathas made a bold slritcgical move Prataprav 
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the brother of Damaji with 10,000 horse advanced to- 
wards Ahmedabad. When intelligence reached Ratan- 
Singh Bhandari, he at first treated it as a mere ruse of 
the enemy to divert his attention from Viramgam to 
whose walls his mines had reached On further inquiry 
it turned out that the news was true He at once 
raised the seige of the town and returned to Ahmeda- 
bad. 

Towards the year A. D. 1737, Muhammad Shah 
who was then displeased with Abhaya Singh appointed 
Momin Khan as Viceroy of Gujarat in place of Abhaya 
Singh. When Ratan Smgh Bhandan became aware 
of the change, he at once wrote to his master for orders. 
They reply of Abhaya Smgh was that Ratan Singh 
Bhandan should resist Momin Khan if he could. The 
Bhandari prepared to defend Ahmedabad while Momm 

Khan commenced his advance towards it. After the 

■» 

cessation of the rams, the new viceroy took up the 
operations m right earnest and invested thC city. 

r 

Ratan Smgh Bhandari ” continues Col. Walter 
''determmed not to leave the city and prepared to 
defend himself to the last. Damaji Gaikwad now joined 
) Momin Khan from Songad Momm Khan met Damaji 
at Isanpura, three miles from Ahmedabad and made 
great show of friendship, calling him his brother When 
Ratan Smgh Bhandan heard of the arrangements made 


5 
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bctwwn Damaji and Momm Khan, he gent a message 
to Dktnaji aaying "Momm Khan has promised Rnngo*ji 
half of tb© roennes Gnjrst excepting thccityof 
Ahmedabad the lands immediately round it and Cambay 
If yon will join me, I will give you half of every thing 
not excepting the dty nor Cambay and will send to 
your camp some of ray chief landholders as secunty if 
yon agree Damaji showed this to Mopiin Khan and 
asked him what he proposed to do Momin Khsn now 
perforce agreed to do the same but instead of Cambay 
offered to make over to the Mortlbas the whole district 
of Viramgam Damaji, accepting these terms, ccaicd to 
negotiate with Ratan Singh He then went on pflgn 
mage to Dudesar and returning in the aame >car, A D 
1738 he and Rango-ji began active operations against 
Ahmedabad Tbeir borabardroent did so much damage 
to the dty that >tomm Khan repented hating called 
them to his aid and foresaw that if the Maratbas once 
gained any portion of the aty, It would be no easy 
matter to dnve them out Momin Khan now sent the 
writer of the Miral 1 Ahraedi to Ratan Singh fihindari 
fa hopes that be might withdraw peaceably but Ratan 
Singh refused to listen to any tenns Alter some time 
Musalmans under Kadmall Khan and others and the 
Mtrathas under Baburav endeavoured to Ukc the city 
by storm but after a bloody contest were forced to 
Tclire. Next day Ratan Singh, seeing that he conW 
not long hold the dtj entered into a negoUauon with 
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Momm Khan and on recemng a sum of money for his 

expenses and on being allowed to retire with the 

honours of war left the city.”^ 

* 

In A. D 1745, Zorawar Singh, the chief of Bikaner 
died. There were two claimants for the gaddi One 
was Gaj Singh and the other Amar Singh. With the 
aid of Thaknr Khusal Singh and Mehta Bakhtawar 
Singh, Gaj Singh succeeded in securing the gaddi ; upon 
which Amar Singh went over to Abhaya Singh and 
sought his assistance. Abhaya Singh took up the cause 
of the disappointed claimant and marched a large force 
in command of Ratan Singh Bhandari against Gaj 
Singh Vanous engagements took place without any 
appreciable results. At last the decisive moment 
amved. The following year A D 1747 found the 
armies of both the belligerents arrayed against each 
other ready for action at Chah Sajan. A bloody battle 
ensued. After very severe fighting, the Bik aner army 
at last succeeded m disloging the invaders from some of 
their positions. This brought Ratan Singh Bhandan 
on the scene who like an enraged lion rushed to the 
spot with his detachment and made a desperate attempt 
to recover the lost ground A funous action took place 
An arrow from the bow of Gaj Singh penetrated nght 
through his eye and disabled him. In spite of his 
havmg received a severe wound, he continued directing 


1 B*oi gm. I, I, pi> 314 20 
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the operations It, th«i, transpired that the enemy 
was ffteatly re inforced and there was no immediate 
chance for snccess, Ratan Singh at once ordered a 
retreat While his orders were being carried out, he 
was followed and attacked by a Bikaneri spearman 
The thrust of the assailant proved fiital and the 
bravo heart ceased to beat for ever * 


1 TwvriU BlkUMT 



DHANRAJ, THE GOyERNOR OF AJMER. 

Having defeated the Smdhia at Tonga (near Jaipur), 
the Marwar general, Bhimaraj Singhvi,^ marched on 
Ajmer and captured it from the Maratha Subedar, 
Anwar Beg in A. D. 1787. Dhanraj Smghvi was 
appointed governor of the newly-acquired territory. 
The Mahrattas, however, soon recouped their losses 
and four years later again invaded the Marwar, Two 
sanguinary battles of Mairta and Patan were fought m 
which the Marwaris,were defeated. 

In the meantime, the Maratha general De Boigne 
had attacked and invested Ajmer Dhanraj, the gover- 
nor of the place, with his small garrison stood the 
siege heroically and successfully kept the besiegers at 
bay 

After the disastrous result of the battle of Patan, 
Vijay Singh issued orders to Dhanraj to surrender the 
place to the besiegers and return to Jodhpur . 

It was too exacting a demand on his brave and 
chivalrous nature He would neither consent to a 
disgraceful surrender nor -would he be gmlt}’- of dis- 


1 The Singhvis who were onginally Nandavana Bohra Brahamans were 
brought to Jaimsm by Mnni-sundara-suri m Vik Sam 1466 at Sirohi. 
Their settlements in Jodhpur date from Vik. bam 1633-A. D 1476 
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obedience to his mister He was thus placed in a 
dilemma and as there was no other way out of it, 
he decided to. end his life He bad a diamond ring 
on his finger He had the gem pulrensed and iwal 
lowed the powder * Go and tell the prmcc cried the 
departmg hero, thus only I could testifjTny obe- 
dience , and over my dead body alone could a Maratha 
enter Ajmer ^ 


1 Tod, l»;a4rd AfiMr 173 




AMAK. CHAND SURANA OF BIKANER. 


Araar Chand came of a respectable Osval family of 
Bikaner and rose to distinction during the reign of 
Maharaja Surat Singh which extended from A. D. 1787 
to A D 1828 

In A D, 1805 (S. 1861) he was sent in command of 
an expedition against Zabta Khan, the Khan of Bhattis, 
whom he attacked and invested in his capital, Bhatner. 
After ha\ang held out for some five months, Zabta Khan 
surrendered the fort and was allowed to retire with his 
followers to Rhena In recognition of his services, 
Amar Chand was made dman of the state 

In A D. 1808 (S 1865) Maharaja Man Singh of 
Jodhpur invaded Bikaner. An army composed of his 
feudal levies under the command of Indraj Smghvi with 
a brigade of Amir Khan, the scourge of Rajputana, was 
marched against the ill-fated state Surat Singh also 
collected a large force and, having put Amar Chand at 
its head, despatched it to check the progress of the 
invaders. The opposing armies met at Bapri. After a 
short but sharp skirmish, which cost him the lives of 
two hundred soldiers, Amar Chand retreated back 
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towards tho capital followed by the victorious Indnj * 
At last a treaty was condoded between the two states 
at Gajner which brought the hostilities to an end 

Ehulng the reign of Suiat Singh The Thakurs of 
Bikaner had come to wear their feudal bonds lightly and 
their liege and sovereign lord, the Raja of Bikaner, was 
determined to put au end to this unsatisfactor} state of 
affairs Ho appointed Amar Chand to chastise tho 
refractory vassals and teach them a lesson Accor 
dlngly, dunng the next four >ears Amar Chand 
remained engaged in this task Hu was to our mind, 
guilty of much unnecessary cruclt> and bloodshed in 
tho discharge ofhisdut> It is a strange iron> of fate 
that It never occurred to him that tho same fate which 
he meted out to his erring victims was in store for him 
Ho exacted a heav} fine from the Thakur of ^aranbi 
Ho then, pounced upon Ratan Singh Bafdvant and hanged 
him on the spot- He next sprang upon the Dhattis, 
numbering three hundred in thdr liome at Dhcrdan 
and butchered them all— only one min escaped with 
his life. Soon after, ho ntLicked tho leading Thakur 
chiefs, ^aha^ Singh and Paran Singh and having taken 


(l) lodATiJ bnTQ in A. I* 1717 II# t I Df«^l Ij 

ftboOintli II WM tt* tr- tf t r^B^nl tt l tU 
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them prisoners sent them under custody to Bikaner 
where they were all executed. 

Surat Singh greatly appreciated the serwees of Amar 
Chand and conferred on him the special honour of 
dining with him at his residence 

In A D. 1815, Amar Chand was sent in command 
of an arm)’- against Sheo Singh, the Thakur of Churu 
He laid siege to the towm and cut off the supplies of 
the enemy No longer able to' stand the siege, the 
high-minded Thakur preferred a glorious death to an 
Ignominious surrender He committed suicide and 
the place fell into the hands of the besiegers. 

These services of Amar Chand greatly pleased his 
master who conferred on him the title of Rao, a robe 
of honour, and an elephant to nde. 

Amar Chand had a meteoric career The star of his 
fortune that had attained its full lustre and brilliancy 
began to decline His success excited the jealousy of 
his enemies A conspiracy -was formed to bring about 
his downfall. The conspirators not only succeeded m 
dragging him down from the high pedestal which he 
had come to occupy m the state politics, but also made 
him pay a heavy fine for his supposed complicity m a 
cnminal affair In A D 1817, he was falsely accused- 
of intngumg -with Amir Khan, the leader of the Pm- 
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daraa In »p!tc of the effortt of bfs friends, his enemies 
won the day and the innocent nmn was executed in a 
most brutal manner * 


Appendix 3 

Kr Qandhl on Ahlmea 

(AJ Had Lala Lajpat Ral first ascertained what I 
had actually said on Ahimsa, his remarks in the Modem 
Review for last July would not have teen the light of 
day Lalajl rightly questions whether I octoally made 
the statements imputed to me He says, that if I did 
not, 1 should have contradicted them In the first place, 
I have not yet seen the papers wbirfi have reported the 
remarks in question, or those in which mj remarks 
were critidied Secondl) I must confess that I would 
not undertake to correct all the errors that acep into 
reports that appear m the public press about mj 
speeches Lalajis article has been much quoted In 
the Gujiati newspapers and mngannes and It is per 
haps as well for me to explain m> position \\ ilh doe 
deference to Lalaji, I must join issue with him when he 
saj'S that the elevation of the doct,rinc of Ahimsa to the 
highest position contributed to the downfall of India 
There seems to be no hlitoncal wananl for the belief 


1 SobUkUl Tvuab HaI 
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that an exaggerated practice of Ahimsa synchronised 
with our becoming bereft of manly virtues. During 
the past 1,500 years we have as a nation given ample 
^proof of physical courage, but we have been tom by 
internal dissensions and have been dominated by love 
of 5 e// instead of love of country. We have, that is to 
say, been swayed by the spirit of irreligion rather than 
of religion 

I do know how far the charge of unmanliness can be 
made good against the Jains. I hold no brief for them. 
By birth I am a Vaishnavite, and was taught Ahimsa 
in my childhood I have denved much religious benefit 
from Jam religious works as I have from scriptures of 
the other great faiths of the world 1 owe much to the 
living company of the deceased philosopher Raichand 
Kavi who was a Jam by birth. Thus though my views 
on Ahimsa are a result of my study of most of the faiths 
of the world, they are now no longer dependent upon the 
authority of these works. They are a part of my life 
and if I suddenly discovered that the religious books 
read b}’- me bofe a different interpretation from the one 
I had learnt to give them, I should still hold the view 
of Ahimsa as I am about to set forth here 

Our Shastaras seem to teach that a man who really 
- practises Ahimsa m its fulness has the world at his feet ; 
he so effects his surroundings that even the snakes and 
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Tenomous reptfles do hfm no hann Thia is said to 
have been the experience of St Francis of Assisi 

In its negative form it means not injanng any living 
being whether by body or mind I may not therefore 
hurt the person of any wrong-doer, or bear an} ill will 
to him and so cause him mental suffering This state- 
ment does not coversufTenng caused to the wrong-doer 
b} natural acts of mine which do not proceed from ill 
will It, therefore, does not prc\ent me from with 
drawing from his presence a ch*Id whom he, we shall 
imagine, is about to strike Indeed the proper practice 
of Ahimsa requires me to withdraw the intcndetl victim 
from the wrong-doer if I am m an) wa> whaUoe^r the 
J guardian ot such a child It wn» therefore most proper 
^ for the passive resisters of South Afnca to hove resisted 
the evil that the Lnion Go\*crnmcnl sought to do to 
them The) bore no ill will to it The) showed this 
b) helping the Govenunent whcncrer it needed their 
help Their rcsisianoe consisted of disobedience of the 
orders of the Go\enimeiit even to the extent cf sutler 
ing death at their hands Ahimsa requires deliberate 
injuring of the supposed wrong-doer In iis posituc 
form, Ahimsa means the largest love, the greatest 
charit) If I am a follower of Ahimsa I must love my 
encTO) I must apply the rales to the wrong-dotr who 
is m) cnem) or a stranger to me as I would to m) 
wrong-doing father and son This acti\c Ahimsa 
neccssaril) includes truth and fearlessness A man 
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cannot deceive the Ioa ed one , he does not fear or 
^ frighten him or her. (Gift of h(e) is the greatest 

of all gifts. A man vho gives it in reality, ^disarms all 
hostility. He has paved the way for an honourable 
understanding. And iioiit. who is himself subject to 
fear can bestow that gdt He must therefore be himself 
fearless. A man cannot then practise Ahimsa and be a 
coward at the same time. The practice of Ahimsa calls 
forth the greatest courage It is the most soldierly of 
of soldier’s virtues General Gordon has been represented 
in a famous statue as bearing only a stick. This takes 
us far on the road to Ahimsa. But a soldier, who needs 
the protection of even a stick, is to that extent so much 
the less a soldier. He is the true soldier who knows 
how to die and hold his ground in the midst of a hail 
of bullets Such a one was Ambansh who stood his 
groud without lifting a finger, though Durvasa did his 
worst The Moors who were being powdered by the 
French gunners, rushed into the gun’s mouths with ‘Alah 
on their lips/ showed much the same type of courage^ 
Only theirs was the courage of desperation Ambansh's- 
was due to love Yet the Moonsh valour, readiness to 
die, conquered the gunners. They frantically waived 
, their hats, ceased firing and greeted their erstwhile 
enemies as comrades And so the South African 
^ passive resisters in their thousands were ready to die 
rather than sell their honour for a little personal ease 
This was Ahimsa m its active form. It never barters 
away honour. A helpless girl in the hands of a follower 
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Ahimaa finds bettor and surer protection tban in the 
%ands of one w’ho is prepared to defend her only to the 
point to which hia -vvaapons would carry him The 
tyrant, in the first mstance, will have to walk to his 
victim over the dead body of her defender, in the 
second he has but to overpower the defender for it u 
assomed that the cannon of propriety in the second 
instance will be satisfied when the defender has fought 
to the extent of his physical valour In the first 
instance as the defensor has matched his very soul 
against the mere bndy of the tyrant, the odds arc that 
the soal in the latter trill he awakened and the girl 
would stand an infinitely greater chance of her honour 
being protected than m any other conceimble dreum 
stance bamag of coarse, that of her owe personal 
courage 

If we are unmanly to-day, wc arc so not because 
we do not know how to strike, but because we fear to 
die He is no follower of Mahavira, the apostle of 
Jainism, or of Buddha or of the \edas, who being afraid 
to die, takes flight before any clanger real onmaginary, 
all the while wishing that somebody else would remove 
the danger dy destroying the person causing iU Ho is 
no follower of Ahimsa (1 agree with Lali)i) who docs 
not care a straw if be kills a man by inches by deceiving 
him in trade, or who would prolccl by force of arms 
a few cows and make away with the butcher, or who 
in order to do a good to his cointry does not mIoJ 
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killing off a few officials. All these are actuated by 
hatred, cowardice and fear. Here love of the cow or 
the country is a vague thing intended to satisfy one’s 
vanity, or sooth a stinging conscience. 

Ahimsa, truly understood, is, in my humble opinion, 
a panacea for all evils mundane and extra-mundane. 
We can aever over-do it. Just at present we are not 
doing It at all. Ahimsa does not displace the practice 
of .virtues, but renders their practice imperatively neces- 
sary before it can be practised even m its rudiments. 
Lalajl need not fear Ahimsa of his father’s faith Maha- 
vira and Buddha were soldiers, and so was Tolstoy. 
Only they saw deeper and truer into their profession, 
and found the secret of a true, happy, honourable and 
godly life Let us be joint sharers with these teachers, 
and this land of ours will once more be the abode of 
Gods. 

M. K GANDHI. 
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^3 1 2. overalcd ? overrated. 

2(j 1 1 2 /?;;• scibe / e/7 scribe. 

4 ^ 1 } from bnllorn, /r/Z/Z note 3 The 

name of Lalitadevi sur\ives in the Lalita* 
siiro\ara, a reservoir conslmcled b) 
)iei husband at Salrunja}ainlier honour. 

P 54, I 1 fv} operation ; cad operations. 

P 58, 1 . 2 from bottom, for relie\d read 

relie\ ed 

62, 1 5 from bottom Jnsof to be- 

tween dedicated and Pars\anatha 
P- 63, I 7 for plundred t ead plundered. 

P 65, 1 14 for read 

P 67, I. 7. for Thaknr read Thakur. 

P 70, I. 6 for testifymy 1 cad testify m3 . 

P 72, I 4 fulls top aiier Surat Singh 

and insert comma 

P. 7 ^> ^ 7 * coversuffermg read cover 

suffering. 

• 9- delete of. 

- 78,® 1 for dy read by. 

P 79» J 7* for aever read never. 



